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AGENDA 
 

THE AITKIN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION WILL ASSEMBLE FOR A HEARING ON  
MARCH 17, 2025 AT 4:00 P.M.  

IN THE BOARD ROOM OF THE AITKIN COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER (THIRD FLOOR) 
307 SECOND STREET NW, AITKIN, MINNESOTA 56431 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WILL BE REVIEWED: 
 
 
1. Call the meeting to order. 

2. Roll call. 

3. Approve Agenda. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
4. Richard Pexa/Tom Meixell, 7097 Upper 139th Street W, Apple Valley, MN 55124 Requesting renewal of 
Interim Use Permit #44862I to operate a vacation/short-term rental in an area zoned Shoreland (Lake 
Minnewawa).. LOT 111 SHESHEBE POINT, SECTION TWENTY-ONE (21), TOWNSHIP FORTY-NINE (49), 
RANGE TWENTY-THREE (23), Aitkin County, Minnesota. 
APP# 2025-000047 
 
5. Joshua Steinke, 3063 Quartz Hill Rd, Redding, CA 96003, Requesting an Interim Use Permit to operate a 
Vacation/Short-Term Rental in an area zoned Shoreland (Long Lake).. LOT 21  HASSMAN ACRES, SECTION 
TEN (10), TOWNSHIP FORTY-SIX (46), RANGE TWENTY-FIVE (25), Aitkin County, Minnesota. 
APP# 2025-000052 

 
 
6. Approval of Minutes, FEBRUARY 24, 2025 Planning Commission Meeting. 
 
7. Adjourn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information, contact Planning & Zoning at 218-927-7342 or aitkinpz@aitkincountymn.gov 
 

 
AITKIN COUNTY ZONING 

mailto:aitkinpz@aitkincountymn.gov


Vacation/Short-Term Rental App. # 2025-000047, UID # 213113
Renewal of Permit # 44862I
App. Status: Pending Review

Aitkin County Planning & Zoning / Environmental Services
307 2nd Street NW, Room 219
Aitkin, MN 56431
Phone: 218-927-7342
Fax: 218-927-4372
Email: aitkinpz@aitkincountymn.gov

 

Applicant

Applicant Contact Information:

Name:

Lake Minnewawa vacation rental, Rick Pexa/ Tom Meixell

Phone:

(952) 290 - 3419

Email Address:

rickpex@yahoo.com

Mailing Address:

7097 upper 139th street W

Apple valley MN 55124

Are you the property owner? Yes

Designated Contact Person

Enter Designated Contact Person:

Name:

Richard Pexa
Phone:

(952) 290 - 3419
Email Address:

rickpex@yahoo.com
Mailing Address:

690 Countryside Drive SW

New Prague MN 56071

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=199230


Property Location

Property Information:

Property Location Owner Information
Tax Payer
Information Legal Description Property Attributes

Parcel
Number

Property
Address

Township or
City Name Owner Name(s) Taxpayer Name(s)

Legal
Description Plat Name

Section-
Township-
Range

Lake
Class Lake Name

29-1-
154000

48445 197th Ave
MCGREGOR,
MN 55760

SHAMROCK
TWP

LAKE MINNEWAWA
VACATION RENTAL
LLC

LAKE MINNEWAWA
VACATION RENTAL
LLC

LOT 111
SHESHEBE
POINT

S:21 T:49 R:23 GD
MINNEWAWA
LAKE

If no address assigned, enter driving
directions from Aitkin:

Take 210 east to, highway 65 North,  turn right  on Goshawk Street,   Turn left on 188th Ave, keep left at �Y�   Property is on the left.

Property Deed

Attach the property deed: File 1:  Lake_Minnewawa_deed.pdf

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213113/467/23684/Lake_Minnewawa_deed.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213113/467/23684/Lake_Minnewawa_deed.pdf


Brief Narrative

Brief Narrative: Our handbook will state the quiet hours.

List all current advertising sources:
(Be specific and include website links,
rental ID #'s, title, etc.)
All advertising must be in compliance
with the occupancy allowance and all
other conditions of the permit.
Notify Environmental Services with any
changes to the advertising within 30
days.

VRBO,   Facebook

Proposed number of overnight guests: 6

How many rental units will be located
on this parcel?

1

Will you be renting for periods less than
one week?

Yes

Quiet hours will begin at: 09 : 00  PM

Quiet hours will end at: 08 : 00  AM

Floor Plan

1. How many rooms will be used for
sleeping?

3

2. How many carbon monoxide alarms
are located in the rental?

2

3. How many smoke detector alarms
are located in the rental?

4

4. A fire extinguisher must be placed in
an easily accessible location within
each rental unit. Where is a fire
extinguisher located?

Pantry

5. Attach a floor plan of the rental
unit(s):

File 1:  filename-1.pdf

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213113/457/23744/filename-1.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213113/457/23744/filename-1.pdf


Sleeping Area #1

Name of Room: Master

Room Size (Excluding closet or
attached bathroom):

170 ft

Number of Guests: 2

Select egress window style. (see
attached diagram for egress window
classifications and requirements):

Casement

Was this window installed before July
10, 2007?

No

What is the distance from the floor to
the bottom of this window (finished sill):

42 inches

What is the OPENABLE height of this
window:

28 inches

What is the OPENABLE width of this
window:

24 inches

Sleeping Area #2

Name of Room: Second

Number of Guests: 2

Room Size (Excluding closet or
attached bathroom):

120 ft

Select window style. (see attached
diagram for window style options):

Double Hung

Was this window installed before July
10, 2007?

Yes

What is the distance from the floor to
the bottom of this window (finished
sill)?

42 inches

What is the OPENABLE height of this
window?

14 inches

What is the OPENABLE width of this
window?

36 inches

2

2



Sleeping Area #3

Name of Room: Upstairs

Number of Guests: 2

Room Size (Excluding closet or
attached bathroom):

240 ft

Select window style. (see attached
diagram for window style options):

Casement

Was this window installed before July
10, 2007?

Yes

What is the distance form the floor to
the bottom of this window (finished
sill)?

24 inches

What is the OPENABLE height of this
window?

32 inches

What is the OPENABLE width of this
window?

24 inches

Scaled Site Plan

Attach your scaled site plan:
File 1:  filename-1_3.pdf

File 2:  Plat3.pdf

Emergency Contact Info

Septic Tank Pumper: (218) 927 - 6175

Hospital: (218) 927 - 2121

Police: (218) 927 - 7435

Fire: (911) 911 - 9111

Where in the rental will the emergency
contact information be posted?

Handbook

2

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213113/458/23751/filename-1_3.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213113/458/23751/filename-1_3.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213113/458/23769/Plat3.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213113/458/23769/Plat3.pdf


Guest Handbook

Select all that will be included in your
guest handbook:

Quiet hours
Maximum # of overnight guests
Maximum # of non-overnight guests
Name & contact information for owner and/or caretaker
Property rules related to outdoor features
List of conditions placed on the approved IUP
A current handbook on recreational vehicle regulations
Notice that all ordinances and IUP conditions will be enforced by the Aitkin County Sheriff's Office and Aitkin County Environmental Services

Where in the rental will your handbook
will be located?

On the kitchen counter top

Pet Policy

Pet Policy: No pets allowed

Garbage Disposal Plan

How often will the garbage be
collected?

Weekly

Enter the name of the garbage service
or describe your disposal plan:

Lake country sanitation

Water Test Results

Attach Water Test:

File 1: IMG_0079.jpeg

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213113/464/54036/IMG_0079.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213113/464/54036/IMG_0079.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213113/464/54036/IMG_0079.jpeg


Septic Requirements

Attach septic compliance:  COC_-_48445_197th_Ave_2024.pdf

The septic system or well shall include
a flow measuring device. Flow
measurement readings and monitoring
of the septic shall be recorded monthly
and made available to Aitkin County.
Has a flow meter or event counter been
installed on the well or septic system?

Yes

Is the septic system holding tanks? If
yes, the application for an Operating
Permit will begin after you click Finish.

No

Terms

Interior & Exterior Inspection

After your submitted application is accepted by Environmental Services, a staff member will contact you to schedule an interior inspection to verify the information provided in your application. It is the
responsibility of the applicant to have the following in place prior to the inspection:

1. Smoke alarms and carbon monoxide alarms installed per MN State Fire Code

2. Fire extinguishers are in their designated places and meeting MN State Fire Code

3. Flow-measuring device installed on the septic system or well

4. Visual demarcations of the property lines

Shamrock Township Lodging Tax Ordinance

If the proposed VRBO is located within Shamrock Township, please be aware there is a Lodging Tax Ordinance that will apply to this rental. For more information, please contact Shamrock Township at (218)
426-3736.

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213113/463/54037/COC_-_48445_197th_Ave_2024.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213113/463/54037/COC_-_48445_197th_Ave_2024.pdf


General Terms

The landowner or authorized agent hereby certifies that to the best of their knowledge the application and supporting documents are a factual representation of the proposed project. The landowner or
authorized agent agrees that, in making application, the landowner grants permission to Aitkin County, at reasonable times, to enter the property to determine compliance of the application with applicable Local,
County or State Ordinances or Statutes. It is the applicant's responsibility to contact other Local, County or State agencies to ensure the applicant has complied with all relevant Local, County or State
Ordinances or Statutes.

Submittal of the above materials does not always constitute a complete application. Other information may be necessary to complete the application based on the type of request and onsite inspection.

I acknowledge that by submitting this application, the application and its attachments are public information.

Invoice #62220 (02/11/2025) Expected Payment Method: Check to be mailed

Charge Cost Quantity Total

Recording Fee added 02/10/2025 1:11 PM

This fee is non-refundable if denied.
$46.00 x 1 $46.00

Vacation/Private Home Rental added 02/10/2025 1:11 PM

This fee is non-refundable if denied.
$650.00 x 1 $650.00

Grand Total

Total $696.00

Due $696.00

Conditions of Permit

1. This IUP is valid for three years and expires on 03/17/2028.
2. This IUP is issued to the present landowners and expires with the change of ownership.
3. Must comply with all local, state and federal regulations that pertain to this type of operation.
4. Quiet hours are from 10:00pm to 8:00am. IUP occupants must refrain from loud party noises, music, etc.
5. Websites and all other advertising of the rental property must comply with the occupancy allowance per approved Application. Advertisement(s) must be updated within 24 hours of IUP approval to reflect these
conditions.
6. A lodging license from MN Department of Health is required if this vacation rental home will be rented for periods of less than one week.
7. Upon request, the IUP holder must submit to the Environmental Services Department the record book with the dates, names, addresses, telephone number, and vehicle license number of the guests using the
property.
8. Applicant shall have a contact person and phone number meeting the requirements of Section 17.04(D) of the Aitkin County Zoning Ordinance. Applicant shall inform the Environmental Services Department of the
name of the contact person.
9. No discharge of firearms under the terms of this IUP.
10. No use of fireworks under the terms of this IUP.
11. No parking allowed on roads in the vicinity.
12. Must moor all watercraft at the dock.
13. Maximum number of overnight occupants allowed is (6). Maximum number of non-overnight guests is (6). The maximum number of occupants, including both overnight and non-overnight is (12).

Approvals

Approval Signature



Applicant Richard A. Pexa - 02/11/2025 11:43 AM
5ea9eb18cbc67fac7a1659a2bf86e805

6b2b1ddffb6200fe6d9a678f7b77f813

#1 Administrative Staff Shannon Wiebusch - 02/19/2025 12:17 PM
4845cfca62d6f609b95768ff932b64d5

b115c6aee346580527bc5089855db43b

#2 Planning Commission  

Print View





























Vacation/Short-Term Rental App. # 2025-000052, UID # 213134
App. Status: Pending Review

Aitkin County Planning & Zoning / Environmental Services
307 2nd Street NW, Room 219
Aitkin, MN 56431
Phone: 218-927-7342
Fax: 218-927-4372
Email: aitkinpz@aitkincountymn.gov

 

Applicant

Applicant Contact Information:

Name:

Joshua Steinke

Phone:

(612) 437 - 5693

Email Address:

j2steinke@gmail.com

Mailing Address:

3063 Quartz Hill Rd.

Redding CA 96003

Are you the property owner? No

Authorized Agent Form

Please attach the completed
authorized agent form:

 Aitkin_authorization.pdf

Property Owner Email Address: stoweandi@protonmail.com

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213134/452/54072/Aitkin_authorization.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213134/452/54072/Aitkin_authorization.pdf


Designated Contact Person

Enter Designated Contact Person:

Name:

Joshua Steinke
Phone:

(612) 437 - 5693
Email Address:

j2steinke@gmail.com
Mailing Address:

3063 Quartz Hill Rd.

Redding CA 96003

Property Location

Property Information:

Property Location
Owner
Information

Tax Payer
Information Legal Description Property Attributes

Parcel
Number

Property
Address

Township or City
Name Owner Name(s)

Taxpayer
Name(s)

Legal
Description Plat Name

Section-
Township-Range

Lake
Class Lake Name

09-1-
086200

30985 326th
Ln
AITKIN, MN
56431

GLEN TOWNSHIP
STOWE,
ANDREA L

STOWE,
ANDREA L

LOT 21
HASSMAN
ACRES

S:10 T:46 R:25 RD
LONG LAKE
(GLEN TWP)

Property Deed

Attach the property deed: File 1:  Aitkin_property_deed.pdf

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213134/467/54073/Aitkin_property_deed.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213134/467/54073/Aitkin_property_deed.pdf


Brief Narrative

Brief Narrative:
Proposing 4 guests overnight for 3 sleeping spaces in our 2 bed 1 bath home on Long lake. 
Quiet hours will be from 9pm - 7am.

List all current advertising sources:
(Be specific and include website links,
rental ID #'s, title, etc.)
All advertising must be in compliance
with the occupancy allowance and all
other conditions of the permit.
Notify Environmental Services with any
changes to the advertising within 30
days.

Furnished Finder
https://www.furnishedfinder.com/property/448120_1

Proposed number of overnight guests: 4

How many rental units will be located
on this parcel?

1

Will you be renting for periods less than
one week?

No

Quiet hours will begin at: 09 : 00  PM

Quiet hours will end at: 07 : 00  AM

Floor Plan

1. How many rooms will be used for
sleeping?

3

2. How many carbon monoxide alarms
are located in the rental?

3

3. How many smoke detector alarms
are located in the rental?

3

4. A fire extinguisher must be placed in
an easily accessible location within
each rental unit. Where is a fire
extinguisher located?

1 extinguisher in the kitchen next to entry, and 1  in living room area.

5. Attach a floor plan of the rental
unit(s):

File 1:  Aitkin_floor_plan.pdf

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213134/457/54074/Aitkin_floor_plan.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213134/457/54074/Aitkin_floor_plan.pdf


Sleeping Area #1

Name of Room: Bedroom 1

Room Size (Excluding closet or
attached bathroom):

100 ft

Number of Guests: 1

Select egress window style. (see
attached diagram for egress window
classifications and requirements):

Casement

Was this window installed before July
10, 2007?

No

What is the distance from the floor to
the bottom of this window (finished sill):

34 inches

What is the OPENABLE height of this
window:

45.5 inches

What is the OPENABLE width of this
window:

28 inches

Sleeping Area #2

Name of Room: Bedroom 2

Number of Guests: 1

Room Size (Excluding closet or
attached bathroom):

110 ft

Select window style. (see attached
diagram for window style options):

Casement

Was this window installed before July
10, 2007?

No

What is the distance from the floor to
the bottom of this window (finished
sill)?

34 inches

What is the OPENABLE height of this
window?

45.5 inches

What is the OPENABLE width of this
window?

28 inches

2

2



Sleeping Area #3

Name of Room: Living room

Number of Guests: 2

Room Size (Excluding closet or
attached bathroom):

253 ft

Select window style. (see attached
diagram for window style options):

Casement

Was this window installed before July
10, 2007?

No

What is the distance form the floor to
the bottom of this window (finished
sill)?

34 inches

What is the OPENABLE height of this
window?

45.5 inches

What is the OPENABLE width of this
window?

28 inches

Scaled Site Plan

Attach your scaled site plan: File 1:  Aitkin_site_plan.pdf

Emergency Contact Info

Septic Tank Pumper: (218) 927 - 6175

Hospital: (218) 927 - 2121

Police: (218) 927 - 2133

Fire: (218) 927 - 2527

Where in the rental will the emergency
contact information be posted?

In kitchen, on wall, near front entry.

2

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213134/458/54075/Aitkin_site_plan.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213134/458/54075/Aitkin_site_plan.pdf


Guest Handbook

Select all that will be included in your
guest handbook:

Quiet hours
Maximum # of overnight guests
Maximum # of non-overnight guests
Name & contact information for owner and/or caretaker
Property rules related to outdoor features
List of conditions placed on the approved IUP
A current handbook on recreational vehicle regulations
Notice that all ordinances and IUP conditions will be enforced by the Aitkin County Sheriff's Office and Aitkin County Environmental Services
(On lakes only) Information and map with DNR public access location

Where in the rental will your handbook
will be located?

In the kitchen near the entry door.

Pet Policy

Pet Policy: No pets.

Garbage Disposal Plan

How often will the garbage be
collected?

weekly

Enter the name of the garbage service
or describe your disposal plan:

Garrison disposal 218-927-6435
Weekly garbage pick up on designated day.

Water Test Results

Attach Water Test: File 1:  2025004_Stowe.pdf

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213134/464/54056/2025004_Stowe.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213134/464/54056/2025004_Stowe.pdf


Septic Requirements

Attach septic compliance:  Aitkin_septic_report_2024.pdf

The septic system or well shall include
a flow measuring device. Flow
measurement readings and monitoring
of the septic shall be recorded monthly
and made available to Aitkin County.
Has a flow meter or event counter been
installed on the well or septic system?

Yes

Is the septic system holding tanks? If
yes, the application for an Operating
Permit will begin after you click Finish.

No

Terms

Interior & Exterior Inspection

After your submitted application is accepted by Environmental Services, a staff member will contact you to schedule an interior inspection to verify the information provided in your application. It is the
responsibility of the applicant to have the following in place prior to the inspection:

1. Smoke alarms and carbon monoxide alarms installed per MN State Fire Code

2. Fire extinguishers are in their designated places and meeting MN State Fire Code

3. Flow-measuring device installed on the septic system or well

4. Visual demarcations of the property lines

General Terms

The landowner or authorized agent hereby certifies that to the best of their knowledge the application and supporting documents are a factual representation of the proposed project. The landowner or
authorized agent agrees that, in making application, the landowner grants permission to Aitkin County, at reasonable times, to enter the property to determine compliance of the application with applicable Local,
County or State Ordinances or Statutes. It is the applicant's responsibility to contact other Local, County or State agencies to ensure the applicant has complied with all relevant Local, County or State
Ordinances or Statutes.

Submittal of the above materials does not always constitute a complete application. Other information may be necessary to complete the application based on the type of request and onsite inspection.

I acknowledge that by submitting this application, the application and its attachments are public information.

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213134/463/54076/Aitkin_septic_report_2024.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/213134/463/54076/Aitkin_septic_report_2024.pdf


Invoice #62238 (02/14/2025) Expected Payment Method: Pay Online - Card or ECheck

Charge Cost Quantity Total

Recording Fee added 02/14/2025 4:04 PM

This fee is non-refundable if denied.
$46.00 x 1 $46.00

Vacation/Private Home Rental added 02/14/2025 4:04 PM

This fee is non-refundable if denied.
$650.00 x 1 $650.00

Grand Total

Total $696.00

Payment 02/14/2025 $696.00

Due $0.00

Conditions of Permit

None

Results (Go to top)
Signature accepted

Approvals

Approval Signature

Applicant Joshua Steinke - 02/15/2025 8:02 PM
f9ce5791763c672e36e8e1a6eec5cdf8

de3c17bfbe81a622afe4f63a9323b3de

#1 Administrative Staff Shannon Wiebusch - 02/19/2025 12:09 PM
7cb5c3a8cd9b7e58e2d0917e5ac9483e

c0f7ca166999779abdeba68c09eea2d9

#2 Planning Commission  

Print View



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download








https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


AITKIN COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

307 2
nd

 St NW, Room 219

Aitkin, MN 56431

TELEPHONE: (218) 927-7342

FAX: (218) 927-4372

Report To: Sample #: 2025004

Joshua Steinke

3063 Quartz Hill Rd

Redding, CA 96003

Date Collected: 02/11/25 Collected by: Brock Anderson Sample Location:

Time Collected: 8:27 AM Source: Kitchen Faucet Andrea Stowe

Temp Received: <46°F 30985 326th Ln

Aitkin, MN 56431

Test Performed 

Your 

Results Units

Acceptable 

Level

Analytical 

Method Analyst Analysis Date/ Time

Nitrate Nitrogen < 1.00 mg/L < 10 E004 BA 2/11/25 3:45 AM

Coliform Absent _ SCC1 BA
2/11/25  3:30 PM &           

2/12/25  3:30 PM   

E. Coli Absent _ E009 BA
2/11/25  3:30 PM &           

2/12/25  3:30 PM   

*End of Water Analysis Report*

Wednesday, February 12, 2025

Samples received at temperatures above 46°F that were received more than 20 minutes after the sample 

was collected will have the nitrate-nitrogen results estimated.  Bacteria and nitrate-nitrogen tested per SM 

9223B 20th Ed. and SM 4500-NO3 D 20th Ed.  This lab utilizes NELAC Standard 2003 practices. This report 

must not be reproduced except in full without written approval from this laboratory. These water test 

results are public information.

Water Analysis Report

Aitkin County Environmental Services Water Lab

Results approved by Andrew Carlstrom, Environmental Services Director
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