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AGENDA 
 
THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT WILL ASSEMBLE FOR A HEARING OF APPEALS 
FROM THE AITKIN COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE ON December 3, 2025 AT 4:00 
P.M. IN THE AITKIN COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER BOARD ROOM, 307 SECOND 
STREET NW, AITKIN, MN 56431. THE FOLLOWING APPLICATIONS WILL BE 
REVIEWED.  
 
1. Call the meeting to order. 
2. Roll call. 
3. Approve the agenda for the December 3, 2025 Board of Adjustment meeting. 
 
Old Business: 
 
4. WILLIAM L COOK TRUSTEE, 20379 529TH LANE, MCGREGOR, MN 55760, is 
requesting a variance from the maximum allowed 30 cubic yards of material to excavate 
and/or place 600 cubic yards of material in a bluff impact zone. S 400 OF LOT 2 & THE NE 
SW LESS APPROX 26 AC & LESS THE PT IN DOC 480415, Section Twenty-nine (29), 
Township Fifty (50), Range Twenty-three (23), Aitkin County, MN. 
 

APP-2024-001279 
 
5. RYAN PLONSKE, 24660 141ST AVE N, ROGERS, MN 55374, is requesting a variance 
from the required 75 foot ordinary high water level setback (blanket variance) on a natural 
environment lake (Hay) to a setback distance of 51 feet to construct a 1500 square foot 
residence, in an area zoned shoreland. LOT 5 HAY-U. Section Twenty-six (26), Township 
Fifty-two (52), Range Twenty-three (23), Aitkin County, MN. 

 
APP-2025-000586 

 
New Business: 
 
6. DENGFENG JIANG, 17060 142ND ST SE, BIG LAKE, MN 55309, is requesting an after 
the fact variance from Section 5.32 D(1) of the Shoreland Management Ordinance for 
excavation and/or fill, in an area zoned shoreland. LOT 6 & 7 BLK 1 & 1/7 INT IN OUTLOT 
A. Section Thirty-four (34), Township Forty-five (45), Range Twenty-seven (27), Aitkin 
County, MN. 

 
APP-2025-001010 
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7. LOREN MATHISON, PO BOX 545, COHASSET, MN 55721, is requesting an after the 
fact variance from Section 4.0 (B) of the Subdivision Ordinance to create a new access 
easement, in an area zoned Public. SW-SW LESS THE W 446 FT EXCEPT THE E 246 OF 
THE S 720 FT. Section Twenty-one (21), Township Fifty (50), Range Twenty-six (26), Aitkin 
County, MN. 

 
APP-2025-001020 

 
 

 
 
8. Approval of minutes, November 5, 2025. 
9. Adjourn. 
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NOTICE OF HEARING 
 
THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT WILL ASSEMBLE FOR A HEARING OF APPEALS 
FROM THE AITKIN COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE ON December 3, 2025 AT 4:00 
P.M. IN THE AITKIN COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER BOARD ROOM, 307 SECOND 
STREET NW, AITKIN, MN 56431. THE FOLLOWING APPLICATIONS WILL BE 
REVIEWED.  

 
DENGFENG JIANG, 17060 142ND ST SE, BIG LAKE, MN 55309, is requesting an after 
the fact variance from Section 5.32 D(1) of the Shoreland Management Ordinance for 
excavation and/or fill, in an area zoned shoreland. LOT 6 & 7 BLK 1 & 1/7 INT IN OUTLOT 
A. Section Thirty-four (34), Township Forty-five (45), Range Twenty-seven (27), Aitkin 
County, MN. 

 
APP-2025-001010 

 
LOREN MATHISON, PO BOX 545, COHASSET, MN 55721, is requesting an after the fact 
variance from Section 4.0 (B) of the Subdivision Ordinance to create a new access 
easement, in an area zoned Public. SW-SW LESS THE W 446 FT EXCEPT THE E 246 OF 
THE S 720 FT. Section Twenty-one (21), Township Fifty (50), Range Twenty-six (26), Aitkin 
County, MN. 

 
APP-2025-001020 
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Property Location

Property:

Property Location
Property
Attributes

Parcel
Number

Property
Address

Township or
City Name

Owner
Name(s)

Taxpayer
Name(s)

Legal
Description Plat Name

Section-
Township-
Range

Lake
Class

Lake
Name

11-1-
247600

42949
CONIFER
ST
AITKIN MN
56431

HAZELTON
TWP

JIANG,
DENGFENG
W

JIANG,
DENGFENG
W

LOT 6 BLK 1 &
1/7 INT IN
OUTLOT A

SHORES
OF MILLE
LACS

S:34 T:45
R:27

GD
MILLE
LACS

11-1-
247700

HAZELTON
TWP

JIANG,
DENGFENG
W

JIANG,
DENGFENG
W

LOT 7 BLK 1
AND 1/7 INT IN
OUTLOT A

SHORES
OF MILLE
LACS

S:34 T:45
R:27

GD
MILLE
LACS

Driving directions to the
proposed project from Aitkin:

169 south to hwy 18 east to Conifer, first left to property

Is the above parcel located in
the Shoreland Zoning
District?

Yes

11/5/25, 10:54 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=217005#option-results 2/10



Detailed Narrative

Enter a Detailed Narrative (If
you have a prepared narrative
please state "See attached"
and
attach the document below):

Aitkin county Soil and Water Conservation District contacted me and offered me to cover up to 75% the cost to perform the following 
modification on the properties: 

Remove the black top left on the property where it used to be the old Highway 169 about 60 years ago, prepare the ground, spread 
native seeds and water it. Black top to be removed by a contractor, ground preparation and seeding to be completed by owner of the 
property.

Contractor removal: The black top is between 6 to 12 inches thick, about 410 feet long and 18 feet wide. It is about 4 feet from the 
high mark of the water line of the lake.

Owner removal: Underneath the black top is a layer of class 5, with thickness between 12 and 20 inches. This need to be removed in 
order to make the land ready to be seeded. Removed mater will be mostly placed around the garage, on the drive way. Some will be 
placed along the edge of some of the wetland area. 

Ground preparation by owner: After the removal of the black top and class 5, all the trees along the edge of the lake will have roots 
exposed on both the lake-side and the road-side. Theses trees need to be removed or they will fall and causing life and property 
damage.

Provide the Ordinance(s) and
the Section(s) of the
Ordinance(s) from
which you are requesting a
variance:

Section 5.32 Subpart D (1)

11/5/25, 10:54 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=217005#option-results 3/10



Supplemental Data

Attach completed form here:

File 1: IMG_0507.jpeg

File 2: IMG_0508.jpeg

File 3: IMG_0509.jpeg

11/5/25, 10:54 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=217005#option-results 4/10

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1444/59894/IMG_0507.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1444/59894/IMG_0507.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1444/59894/IMG_0507.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1444/59895/IMG_0508.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1444/59895/IMG_0508.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1444/59895/IMG_0508.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1444/59896/IMG_0509.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1444/59896/IMG_0509.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1444/59896/IMG_0509.jpeg


A Scaled Drawing or Survey

Scaled Drawing or Survey
Checklist:

Location and dimensions for all lot lines.
Location and dimensions of all existing and proposed structures/additions.
Location and depth of all existing and proposed wells within 100 feet of the property.
Location and dimensions of all existing and proposed septic system components (septic tank, septic drainfield).
Location and dimensions of all existing and proposed driveways, road right-of-ways, and easements.
If topography is unusual, show elevations and location of bluffs, steep slopes, wetlands, etc.
Indicate all setback distances for items listed above: ordinary high water level of lakes or rivers, lot lines, road right-of-ways, etc.

Attach a Scaled Drawing or
Survey:

File 1: IMG_0512.jpeg

Certificate of Septic Compliance

Attach a copy of one of the
following, if applicable:
- A current compliance
inspection on an existing
septic system.
- A design for a
new/replacement septic
system. File 1: IMG_0517.jpeg

11/5/25, 10:54 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=217005#option-results 5/10

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1445/59898/IMG_0512.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1445/59898/IMG_0512.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1445/59898/IMG_0512.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1449/59911/IMG_0517.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1449/59911/IMG_0517.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1449/59911/IMG_0517.jpeg


Shoreland Performance Worksheet

Complete the Shoreland
Performance Worksheet and
attach here:

File 1: IMG_0516.jpeg

11/5/25, 10:54 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=217005#option-results 6/10

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1447/59903/IMG_0516.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1447/59903/IMG_0516.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1447/59903/IMG_0516.jpeg


Standard Erosion Control Plan

Attach the completed
Standard Erosion Control
Plan here:

File 1: IMG_0513.jpeg

File 2: IMG_0514.jpeg

File 3: IMG_0515.jpeg

11/5/25, 10:54 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=217005#option-results 7/10

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1448/59899/IMG_0513.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1448/59899/IMG_0513.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1448/59899/IMG_0513.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1448/59900/IMG_0514.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1448/59900/IMG_0514.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1448/59900/IMG_0514.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1448/59901/IMG_0515.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1448/59901/IMG_0515.jpeg
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1448/59901/IMG_0515.jpeg


Property Deed

Attach the property deed: File 1:  JIANG_DEED.pdf

Terms

General Terms

The landowner or authorized agent hereby certifies that to the best of their knowledge the application and supporting documents are a factual representation of the
proposed project. The landowner or authorized agent agrees that, in making application, the landowner grants permission to Aitkin County, at reasonable times, to
enter the property to determine compliance of the application with applicable Local, County or State Ordinances or Statutes. It is the applicant's responsibility to
contact other Local, County or State agencies to ensure the applicant has complied with all relevant Local, County or State Ordinances or Statutes.

Submittal of the above materials does not always constitute a complete application. Other information may be necessary to complete the application based on the
type of request and onsite inspection.

I acknowledge that by submitting this application, the application and its attachments are public information.

Invoice #66003 (11/03/2025) Expected Payment Method: Pay Online - Card or ECheck

Charge Cost Quantity Total

Recording Fee added 11/03/2025 12:31 PM

(Nonrefundable)
$46.00 x 1 $46.00

Variance added 11/03/2025 12:31 PM

(Nonrefundable)
$650.00 x 1 $650.00

Grand Total

Total $696.00

Payment 11/03/2025 $696.00

Due $0.00

11/5/25, 10:54 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=217005#option-results 8/10

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1450/59907/JIANG_DEED.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217005/1450/59907/JIANG_DEED.pdf


Approvals

Approval Signature

Applicant Dengfeng W. Jiang - 11/03/2025 4:34 PM
af9fbe7f4a73b83984cf9d4982ff3dbe

b53cff1f1db4ef0a37829e6e043201f2

#1 Administrative Review Kim Burton - 11/05/2025 10:53 AM
a587cf2223bd2d0580421c3587a51847

e8bafda285b50c01189d7b37bb68a019

#2 Board of Adjustment Approval  

Public Notes

Text:

File(s):

Admin Checklist

This review has been started
by:

Kim Burton

Zoning District of project
location:

Shoreland

11/5/25, 10:54 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=217005#option-results 9/10



Project located in the
floodplain?

-Select One-

Is the parcel a Lot of Record
before 1-21-92 or have

alternate sites been
identified?

-Select One-

Is this an after-the-fact
application?

Yes

Print View

11/5/25, 10:54 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=217005#option-results 10/10

















































Property Location

Property:

Property Location
Property
Attributes

Parcel
Number

Property
Address

Township
or City
Name

Owner
Name(s)

Taxpayer
Name(s) Legal Description

Plat
Name

Section-
Township-
Range

Lake
Class

Lake
Name

50-0-
032500

37996 540th
St
PALISADE,
MN 56469

50-26
UNORG

MATHISON,
LOREN
TRUSTEE

MATHISON,
LOREN
TRUSTEE

SW-SW LESS THE
W 446 FT EXCEPT
THE E 246 OF
THE S 720 FT

S:21 T:50
R:26

Driving directions to the
proposed project from Aitkin:

37996 540th St

Is the above parcel located in
the Shoreland Zoning
District?

No

Detailed Narrative

Enter a Detailed Narrative (If
you have a prepared narrative
please state "See attached"
and
attach the document below):

Requesting a variance with practical difficulty from Section 4.0 (B) of the Subdivision Ordinance so he can create a new access 
easement to five eastern parcels.

Provide the Ordinance(s) and
the Section(s) of the
Ordinance(s) from
which you are requesting a
variance:

Section 4.0 (B) of the Subdivision Ordinance

11/13/25, 11:53 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=217073 2/6



Supplemental Data

Attach completed form here: File 1:  4777_001.pdf

A Scaled Drawing or Survey

Scaled Drawing or Survey
Checklist:

Location and dimensions for all lot lines.

Attach a Scaled Drawing or
Survey:

File 1:  25209.pdf

Certificate of Septic Compliance

Attach a copy of one of the
following, if applicable:
- A current compliance
inspection on an existing
septic system.
- A design for a
new/replacement septic
system.

File 1:  4774_001.pdf

Property Deed

Attach the property deed: File 1:  4773_001.pdf

11/13/25, 11:53 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=217073 3/6

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217073/1444/59958/4777_001.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217073/1444/59958/4777_001.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217073/1445/59992/25209.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217073/1445/59992/25209.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217073/1449/59959/4774_001.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217073/1449/59959/4774_001.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217073/1450/59960/4773_001.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217073/1450/59960/4773_001.pdf


Other

Attach "Other" information (if
necessary):

File 1:  4772_001.pdf

Terms

General Terms

The landowner or authorized agent hereby certifies that to the best of their knowledge the application and supporting documents are a factual representation of the
proposed project. The landowner or authorized agent agrees that, in making application, the landowner grants permission to Aitkin County, at reasonable times, to
enter the property to determine compliance of the application with applicable Local, County or State Ordinances or Statutes. It is the applicant's responsibility to
contact other Local, County or State agencies to ensure the applicant has complied with all relevant Local, County or State Ordinances or Statutes.

Submittal of the above materials does not always constitute a complete application. Other information may be necessary to complete the application based on the
type of request and onsite inspection.

I acknowledge that by submitting this application, the application and its attachments are public information.

Invoice #66070 (11/05/2025) Expected Payment Method: Unknown

Charge Cost Quantity Total

Recording Fee added 11/05/2025 3:02 PM

(Nonrefundable)
$46.00 x 1 $46.00

Variance added 11/05/2025 3:02 PM

(Nonrefundable)
$650.00 x 1 $650.00

Grand Total

Total $696.00

Payment 11/07/2025 $696.00

Due $0.00

11/13/25, 11:53 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=217073 4/6

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217073/1258/59961/4772_001.pdf
https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/app_files/downloads/217073/1258/59961/4772_001.pdf


Approvals

Approval Signature

Applicant Loren Mathison - 11/07/2025 9:06 AM - witnessed by Shannon Wiebusch
04b919f6e46751222d7430f47de3c687

01a4e7acf0bd1631ad83536a3a207395

#1 Administrative Review Kim Burton - 11/13/2025 8:57 AM
a7b0b314be82a3ac05da32a6e252801d

822eac61f3a344a5fd2ae1d7d30b3443

#2 Board of Adjustment Approval  

Public Notes

Text:

File(s):

Admin Checklist

This review has been started
by:

Kim Burton

Zoning District of project
location:

Public

11/13/25, 11:53 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=217073 5/6



Project located in the
floodplain?

No

Is the parcel a Lot of Record
before 1-21-92 or have

alternate sites been
identified?

Yes

Is this an after-the-fact
application?

Yes

Numbers

  Current Number Next from Sequence

UID # 217073 not applicable

App. # 2025-001020 ««««   2025-001033

Permit # ««««   2025-0853

Print View

11/13/25, 11:53 AM OneGov

https://mn-co-aitkin-pz.onegov.rtvision.com/view.php?id=217073 6/6











SURVEYORS CERTIFICATION:

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS SURVEY, PLAN, OR REPORT WAS PREPARED BY ME OR
UNDER MY DIRECT SUPERVISION AND THAT I AM A DULY LICENSED LAND SURVEYOR
UNDER THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA

________________________________________ _______________
KALEB J. KADELBACH (LICENSE NO. 57070) DATE

SURVEYOR NOTES:

1.  APEX LAND SURVEYING, LLC PREPARED THIS SURVEY WITHOUT THE BENEFIT OF CURRENT TITLE
WORK. THE PROPERTY SHOWN IS BASED ON A LEGAL DESCRIPTION PROVIDED BY YOU THE CLIENT OR
A GENERAL REQUEST AT THE APPROPRIATE COUNTY RECORDER'S OFFICE. EASEMENT, SITE
RESTRICTION OR ADJOINING DEED CONFLICTS MAY EXIST WHICH AFFECT SUBJECT PROPERTY AND ARE
NOT SHOWN BY THIS SURVEY. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO REVISE THE SURVEY UPON RECEIPT OF A
CURRENT TITLE COMMITMENT OR TITLE OPINION.

2. ALTERNATE SEWER SITE ON TRACT A WAS MOVED SLIGHTLY TO THE EAST TO BE REMOVED FROM
EASEMENT, PLEASE CONFIRM THAT THE BORINGS SUPPORT THIS OR GET PROPER DOCUMENTATION
FROM A CERTIFIED SEWER DESIGNER.

11/6/2025
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