
 

AITKIN COUNTY HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

 BOARD MEETING AGENDA 

June 26, 2018                                     
 
 

9:05 A.M. START 

 

I. Approval of Health & Human Services Board Agenda 

 

II. Review/Approve May 22, 2018 Health & Human Service Board Minutes 

 

III. Review/Approve Bills 

 

IV. WRAP Program Report – Cassie Conn 

 

V. Approve Contracts/Agreements 

A. Purchase of Service Agreement to provide Semi-Independent Living 

Services (SILS) for Jan 1, 2018 through Dec 31, 2018, between Access 

North Center and ACH&HS. 

B. Purchase of Service Agreement to provide mental health assessments for 

Jan 1, 2018 through Dec 31, 2018, between George Tetreault and 

ACH&HS. 

C. Facilities use agreement for Child Care Aware Training for July 1, 2018 

through June 30, 2019, between Pine Technical and Community College 

and ACH&HS. 

 

VI. Committee Reports from Commissioners 

A. Joint Powers Board Reports 

1. Tri-County Community Health Services Board (CHS) – 

Commissioner Westerlund / Erin Melz 

B. H&HS Advisory Committee – Commissioners Wedel and/or Pratt 

1. Committee Members attending today:  Kevin Insley and Beverly 

Mensing. 

2. Draft Copy of the June 6, 2018 meeting minutes included in packet. 

C. AEOA Committee Update – Commissioner Westerlund 

D. NEMOJT Committee Update – Commissioner Niemi 

E. CJI (Children’s Justice Initiative) – Commissioner Westerlund 

F. Lakes & Pines Update – Commissioner Niemi 

   

  END 
 

     Next Meeting – July 24, 2018  
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9:07 

 

9:08 

 

9:10 

 

9:25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9:30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9:40 



AITKIN COUNTY HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
 COUNTY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

May 22, 2018        

Attendance 

The Aitkin County Board of Commissioners met this 22nd day of May, 2018, at 9:05 a.m. as the 
Aitkin County Health & Human Services Board, with the following members present:  Board 
Chair Anne Marcotte, Commissioners Laurie Westerlund, J. Mark Wedel, Don Niemi, and Bill 
Pratt.  Others present included:  County Administrator Jessica Seibert, Health & Human 
Services Director Cynthia Bennett, Financial Assistance Supervisor Jessi Goble, Public Health 
Supervisor Erin Melz, Health & Human Services Administrative Assistant Shawn Speed, and 
Guests: Roberta Elvecrog/H&HS Advisory Committee Member, Marlene Abear/H&HS Advisory 
Committee Member, Brielle Bredsten/Aitkin Independent Age, and Bob Harwarth/Citizen.   

Agenda 

Motion by Commissioner Westerlund, seconded by Commissioner Niemi and carried, all 
members voting yes to approve the May 22, 2018 Health & Human Services Board agenda. 

Minutes 

Motion by Commissioner Pratt, seconded by Commissioner Westerlund and carried, all 
members voting yes to approve the April 24, 2018 Health and Human Services Board minutes. 

Bills 

Cynthia Bennett, Health & Human Services Director, presented the bills to the board in Carli 
Goble’s absence, and noted no significant changes.  

Motion by Commissioner Wedel, seconded by Commissioner Pratt and carried, all members 
voting yes to approve the bills. 

Health & Human Services Director Report, Cynthia Bennett H&HS Director 

Cynthia started by talking about the legislative session.  Noted that as of now it is unclear of 
what had come from this year’s session.  There was a lot of controversy, in the legislature, over 
the omnibus bill and whether it funded items adequately enough specifically related to opioids 
and eldercare.  The Governor has 14 days from the close of the session to sign the bill but, as of 
now, he is threatening to veto the bill.  We are still watching to see what happened to all of the 
other bills that we were hoping would be supported or not in legislation. These include 
elimination of the 20% child support withholding, 5 million for school linked mental health 
services, required collaboration between DHS and counties when developing new software or 
systems and the mandate to test pilot programs prior to implementation, changes in MNChoices 
assessments to assure efficiency and person centered care, support of jail diversion programs 
like the yellow line program in Blue Earth, creation of an appeal process for counties when they 
disagree with the “at hospital level of care” status determined by the RTC, and the additional 
work requirements for medical assistance eligibility.  

Commissioner Marcotte asked about whether they had put any money into fixing the METS 
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system and as of now we are unsure of what has been done. 
 
Cynthia moved onto the Financial Report for H&HS and relayed that in Carli’s and Kim’s 
absence we will not discuss details of the Regional Treatment Center costs, however those 
discussions will continue when all of the individuals who have detailed knowledge of all the 
various pieces of this issue are present.  
 
Noted that there is client in St. Peter who has made progress and as such has entered the 
transition phase of treatment. This phase prepares him for reentry into the community. Due to 
this, his costs have risen yet once this individual moves back into the community it is probable 
that his daily costs will diminish. 
 
 

 
SNAP Survey Results, Jessi Goble 
  

Jessi gave an update on the performance report/survey that they recently went through and that 
they did great. 

   
 
BCBS Audit Results, Erin Melz 
  
 Erin Melz provided an update on the Annual Blue Cross Blue Shield (BCBS) Audit for the Home 

and Community Based Services Unit.  BCBS contracts with Aitkin County to provide Care 
Coordination services for individuals over the age of 65, on Medical Assistance and who choose 
BCBS for their health insurance carrier.  Melz reported that these individuals may be living in the 
community, in nursing facilities or in other housing options.  Overall, the Audit was successful 
with many positive comments from the auditors.  Out of nearly 100 elements, Aitkin County has 
been asked to provide follow-up on 4 separate issues noted by the assessors.  Each element 
has a 95% threshold.  Because of relatively small sample sizes in Aitkin County, it is common to 
have only 1 or 2 charts cause the percentage to drop below that 95% requirement.  Processes 
have already been developed and implemented for these 4 areas, and a formal Corrective 
Action Plan will be drafted and submitted to BCBS.  

 
 

 
Committee Reports 

 
H&HS Advisory Committee – Commissioner Wedel and/or Pratt 

1. Committee members Roberta Elvecrog and Marlene Abear provided details of their last 
meeting, held May 2, 2018. 
a. Talked about the presentation given by Kim Larson and Erin Melz about MNChoices 

Programs. 
2. Commissioner Pratt talked about the MNChoices presentation and how it gave him a lot 

of information about the program that he can now pass on to his constituents. 
Lakes & Pines Update – Commissioner Niemi 

1. Talked about Lakes & Pines going through their own audit and that there were findings 
but no findings of fraud. 

2. Not sure what will happen with weatherization and fuel assistance from the Federal 
government yet. 

3. Commissioner Marcotte asked about the number of homes in the county that Lakes & 
Pines has weatherized and Commissioner Niemi will find that out for her. 

4. Commissioner Wedel asked whether there was a cap on the amount that people 
receive and was informed there is and it is based on each different circumstance. 
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Commissioner Marcotte acknowledged the Mental Health event that was held at the Beanery.  
Jessi Goble commented that the comedian was really good and that a lot of people seemed very 
supportive and there were many connections made between many different people that she had 
saw.  It was very good to put a face to the mental health issues in the community with many 
different community members and make us more aware. 
 
Commissioner Westerlund noted that the Community Health Assessment stakeholders meeting 
was held last Thursday and they narrowed down the data to 9 key areas to present to the general 
public to vote on at the County Fair to narrow down to the three key areas that will be concentrated 
on. 
 
Cynthia Bennett ended the meeting by reminding the Board that Jessica Seibert had done the 
research on whether we could change our format for the meeting and it was found that we could so 
we plan to make the change and hope to have it in place by the next meeting. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:52 a.m. 
 
 

Next Meeting – June 26, 2018 
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11/01/2015 11/30/2015

1,153.20 20

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

104.00

79.40

105.00

2,977.89

500.00
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Account/Formula Description                                             Rpt Invoice #Warrant DescriptionVendor Name
Paid On Bhf #Accr Amount On Behalf of NameNo. Service Dates

88284 AITKIN CO RECORDER

05-430-710-3460-6065 Birth certificate - Adolescent Self Funds - Adolescent Life Skills

05-430-710-3930-6020 A/G Certified Birth Certificat General Case Management

05-430-710-3930-6020 A/G Certified Birth Certificat General Case Management

05-430-710-3930-6020 Certified birth certification General Case Management

4 Transactions88284

86222 AITKIN INDEPENDENT AGE

05-430-720-3020-6069 Child Care Advertising - Commu Community Ed & Prevent/Advertising

1 Transactions86222

9791 Bieganek/Joan M

05-430-760-3950-6020 Guardianship/Conservator Activ Guardianship/Conservatorship

1 Transactions9791

11051 Department of Human Services

05-430-720-3110-6069 BSFE County Match Invoice #A30 Bsf Child Care

05-430-720-3110-6069 BSFE County Match Invoice #A30 Bsf Child Care

05-430-730-3590-6072 CCDTF Maintanence of Effort Ccdtf County % State Billings

3 Transactions11051

10342 DHS-Anoka Metro Rtc

05-430-745-3720-6081 State-operated inpatient State-Operated Inpatient - Rtc Or Cbhh

1 Transactions10342

9220 DHS-MSOP

05-430-745-3721-6081 State-operated inpatient Commitment Costs - Poor Relief

Aitkin County

AITKIN CO RECORDER

AITKIN INDEPENDENT AGE

Bieganek/Joan M

Department of Human Services

DHS-Anoka Metro Rtc
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2,883.00 21

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

1,153.20 22

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

11,532.00 23

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

8,091.00 18

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

8,091.00 19

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

70.00 32

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

105.00 33

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

105.00 44

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

70.00 45

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

155.25 30

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

276.00 31

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

60.00 16

05/18/2018 05/20/2018

73.74 17

05/18/2018 05/20/2018

16,721.40

16,182.00

350.00

431.25

Page 3Audit List for Board

Account/Formula Description                                             Rpt Invoice #Warrant DescriptionVendor Name
Paid On Bhf #Accr Amount On Behalf of NameNo. Service Dates

05-430-745-3721-6081 State-operated inpatient Commitment Costs - Poor Relief

05-430-745-3721-6081 State-operated inpatient Commitment Costs - Poor Relief

05-430-745-3721-6081 State-operated inpatient Commitment Costs - Poor Relief

4 Transactions9220

89965 DHS-ST PETER-SEE LIST

05-430-745-3721-6081 State-operated inpatient Commitment Costs - Poor Relief

05-430-745-3721-6081 State-operated inpatient Commitment Costs - Poor Relief

2 Transactions89965

91345 Elvecrog/Roberta C

05-430-750-3950-6020 Public guardianship Public Guardianship Dd

05-430-750-3950-6020 Public guardianship Public Guardianship Dd

05-430-760-3950-6020 Guardianship/Conservatorship Guardianship/Conservatorship

05-430-760-3950-6020 Guardianship/Conservatorship Guardianship/Conservatorship

4 Transactions91345

11072 Lutheran Social Service Of Mn-St Paul

05-430-750-3950-6020 Public Guardianship Public Guardianship Dd

05-430-750-3950-6020 Public Guardianship Public Guardianship Dd

2 Transactions11072

12538 North Homes, Inc

05-430-740-3890-6020 Child Respite Care Child Mh Respite

13121

05-430-740-3890-6020 Child Respite Care Child Mh Respite

Aitkin County

DHS-MSOP

DHS-ST PETER-SEE LIST

Elvecrog/Roberta C

Lutheran Social Service Of Mn-St Paul
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75.00 12

05/11/2018 05/11/2018

364.48 13

05/11/2018 05/11/2018

75.00 14

05/11/2018 05/11/2018

364.48 15

05/11/2018 05/11/2018

364.48 8

05/11/2018 05/11/2018

2,600.00 7

05/10/2018 05/22/2018

513.01 28

05/03/2018 05/24/2018

622.34 29

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

70.00 34

04/01/2018 04/30/2018

70.00 35

04/01/2018 04/30/2018

35.00 36

04/01/2018 04/30/2018

70.00 37

04/01/2018 04/30/2018

70.00 38

04/01/2018 04/30/2018

133.74

1,243.44

2,600.00

1,135.35
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Account/Formula Description                                             Rpt Invoice #Warrant DescriptionVendor Name
Paid On Bhf #Accr Amount On Behalf of NameNo. Service Dates

2 Transactions12538

10977 Northern Psychiatric Associates

05-430-740-3050-6020 Child Outpatient Diagnostic As Child Outpat Assess/Psyc. Testing

05-430-740-3050-6020 Child Outpatient Diagnostic As Child Outpat Assess/Psyc. Testing

05-430-740-3050-6020 Child Outpatient Diagnostic As Child Outpat Assess/Psyc. Testing

05-430-740-3050-6020 Child Outpatient Diagnostic As Child Outpat Assess/Psyc. Testing

05-430-745-3085-6020 Adult Outpatient Diagnostic As Adult Outpat Diagnostic Assess/Psyc

5 Transactions10977

3639 Northland Counseling Ctr Inc

05-430-730-3710-6020 Detoxification (Category I) Detoxification - Grand Rapids

1 Transactions3639

90748 Oakridge Homes Sils

05-430-750-3340-6073 Semi-Independent Living Servic Semi-Independent Living Serv (Sils)

05-430-750-3340-6073 Semi-Independent Living Servic Semi-Independent Living Serv (Sils)

2 Transactions90748

88890 Scharrer/Shirley

05-430-750-3950-6020 Public guardianship Public Guardianship Dd

05-430-750-3950-6020 Public Guardianship Public Guardianship Dd

05-430-750-3950-6020 Public guardianship Public Guardianship Dd

05-430-750-3950-6020 Public guardianship Public Guardianship Dd

05-430-750-3950-6020 Public guardianship Public Guardianship Dd

Aitkin County

North Homes, Inc

Northern Psychiatric Associates

Northland Counseling Ctr Inc

Oakridge Homes Sils
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70.00 39

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

17.50 40

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

70.00 41

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

17.50 42

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

70.00 43

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

70.00 47

04/01/2018 04/30/2018

35.00 48

04/01/2018 04/30/2018

35.00 49

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

35.00 50

04/01/2018 04/30/2018

70.00 51

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

35.00 52

05/01/2018 05/31/2018

225.00 24

05/10/2018 05/10/2018

270.00 9

05/16/2018 05/16/2018

450.00 10

05/15/2018 05/15/2018

270.00 11

05/09/2018 05/17/2018

960.25 53

05/21/2018 05/21/2018

840.00

1,215.00

Page 5Audit List for Board

Account/Formula Description                                             Rpt Invoice #Warrant DescriptionVendor Name
Paid On Bhf #Accr Amount On Behalf of NameNo. Service Dates

05-430-750-3950-6020 Public Guardianship Public Guardianship Dd

05-430-750-3950-6020 Public guardianship Public Guardianship Dd

05-430-750-3950-6020 Public guardianship Public Guardianship Dd

05-430-750-3950-6020 Public guardianship Public Guardianship Dd

05-430-750-3950-6020 Public guardianship Public Guardianship Dd

05-430-760-3950-6020 Guardianship/conservatorship Guardianship/Conservatorship

05-430-760-3950-6020 Guardianship/conservatorship Guardianship/Conservatorship

05-430-760-3950-6020 Guardianship/Conservatorship Guardianship/Conservatorship

05-430-760-3950-6020 Guardianship/Conservatorship Guardianship/Conservatorship

05-430-760-3950-6020 Guardianship/conservatorship Guardianship/Conservatorship

05-430-760-3950-6020 Guardianship/conservatorship Guardianship/Conservatorship

16 Transactions88890

14390 TANGE, MSW/PHILIP B

05-430-740-3900-6020 Clinical supervision-Child Rul Child Rule 79 Case Mgmt

05-430-745-3090-6050 Pre-Petition Screening/Hearing Pre-Petition Screening/Hearing

05-430-745-3090-6050 Pre-Petition Screening/Hearing Pre-Petition Screening/Hearing

05-430-745-3910-6020 Clinical supervision-Adult Rul Adult Rule 79 Case Mgmt

4 Transactions14390

14040 WELLS FARGO BUSINESS CREDIT

05-430-700-4800-6805 MH INIT Transportation Mh Init - Transportation

Aitkin County

Scharrer/Shirley

TANGE, MSW/PHILIP B



SLM1

COMMISSIONER'S VOUCHERS ENTRIESHealth & Human Services

Account/Formula

Copyright 2010-2017 Integrated Financial Systems

12:53PM6/22/18

1,521.48 54

05/07/2018 05/07/2018

2,481.73

47,100.20

Page 6Audit List for Board

Account/Formula Description                                             Rpt Invoice #Warrant DescriptionVendor Name
Paid On Bhf #Accr Amount On Behalf of NameNo. Service Dates

05-430-700-4800-6805 MH INIT Transportation Mh Init - Transportation

2 Transactions14040

Final Total ............ 16 Vendors 54 Transactions

Aitkin County

WELLS FARGO BUSINESS CREDIT
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 47,100.20 5

 47,100.20

NameFundRecap by Fund

Health & Human Services

All Funds Total Approved by, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Aitkin County Health & Human Services 
204 FIRST STREET NW 

AITKIN, MINNESOTA 56431-1291 
PHONE 1-800-328-3744 or 1-218-927-7200 

FAX # 1-218-927-7210 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 

AITKIN COUNTY HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes 
June 6, 2018

Committee Members Present: Robert Marcum 
Penny Olson 
Carole Holten 
Beverly Mensing 
Kari Paulsen 
Marlene Abear 
Roberta Elvecrog 
Joell Miranda 
Joy Janzen 
Kevin Insley 
Penny Olson 

Commissioner Mark Wedel 

Others Present: Joel Hoppe 

Guests: Cynthia Bennett, HHS Director 
Hannah Colby, Public Health Educator 
Stacey Durgin, Public Health Educator 
Shawn Speed, Clerk to the Committee 

Absent: Commissioner Bill Pratt 
Jon Moen 
Kristine Layne 
Maureen Mishler 

I. Call to Order

a. Robert called to order the regular meeting of the Aitkin County Health & Human Services
Advisory Committee at 3:30pm on June 6, 2018 at Aitkin County Health & Humans Services in
the large conference room.

Item VI.B.2



II. Approval of June 6, 2018 Agenda 
 

a. Shawn asked to add a presentation by Stacey Durgin on the upcoming Fair and H&HS booth. 
b. Beverly moved to approve the agenda with addition, Joy seconded, all members voting yes to 

approve the agenda. 
 

III. Approval of minutes from May 2, 2018 meeting 
 
a. Carole moved to approve the minutes as written, Marlene seconded, all members voting yes to 

approve the May 2, 2018 minutes. 
 
IV. Committee Member Input / Updates – Must be informational in nature, relative to Aitkin 

County Health & Human Services and not exceed five minutes per person. 
 
a. Carole discussed her attendance of the Suicide Prevention training that was held at H&HS and 

mentioned we are second to last, as a county, for preparation to recognize suicides in the county.  
Hopes that this group will work more towards the end that we can prepare our county to do that. 

b. Also talked about her attendance at the ELCA Convention.  One of their resolutions was on 
getting the church more involved in recognizing suicides also. 

c. Bob asked Brea, at that same Convention, to ask Cynthia if she could add a Suicide Prevention 
presentation to our agenda in the future.  As such a motion was made by Carole, seconded by Bob, 
to add it to our presentations. 

d. Commissioner Wedel added that it is a great concern and looked forward to it being brought up at 
the HHS Board Meeting later this month. 

e. Bob mentioned that the State Medicaid Services Advisory Board adopted our guidelines and 
model recently when reorganizing itself. 

 
V. HHS Fair Booth Presentation – Stacey Durgin 

 
a. Stacey talked about the upcoming Aitkin County Fair on July 4-7 and the booth that H&HS is 

setting up there again this year. 
b. Will be split into two parts. 
c. First part will be to present the nine issues to the residents of Aitkin County, who attend the Fair, 

to help us narrow them down to the Top 3 issues or concerns from the Community Health 
Assessment. 

d. Second part will be around the place that families can go in and around Aitkin County to have fun. 
e. Its theme is Dr. Seuss’ “Oh the Place You Will Go” and we will be giving out pamphlets from all 

of the various areas they can go. 
f. Lastly she asked the board members to consider signing up for one of the two hour timeframes 

available to help us out with manning the booth if anyone was interested. 
 

VI. Director Notes – Cynthia Bennett 
 

a. Bob talked to Cynthia about the group wanting to receive a presentation on Suicide prevention. 
b. Bob also asked about the tribal relations presentation we discussed the end of last year and 

Cynthia replied that she was still looking into it and had not forgot about it. 
c. She also discussed that she would be setting up a meeting for the sub-committee she put together 

to discuss the redesigning of the board, the structure of it, the topics that are covered, and the 



projects that they are involved in later this month. 
d. Lastly she mentioned how this board is a great liaison for H&HS, both to the commissioners and 

the community.  She, very much, appreciates the time and effort everyone puts into attending the 
meetings and to being contributing members of the Advisory Board. 
 

VII. Update on Healthy Living – Hannah Colby 
 
a. Lynn from the Aitkin Farmers Market has partnered with us to accept EBT cards for buying from 

the farmers market. 
b. Will allow the people on those programs access to farm fresh fruits and vegetables. 
c. Lynn also found another grant that will give those people using the card who spend $10 will get 

another $10 free.  So they will have access to $20 worth of fresh produce. 
d. Partnering with Lynn also to provide seniors with fresh produce also.  The program involves 

having a quarter share in a CSA to get their produce and have them delivered to them. 
 
VIII. SHIP Presentation on Tobacco – Hannah Colby 

 
a. Hannah talked to the board members about tobacco usage in the city, county, and state utilizing 

the attached pamphlets. 
 

IX. Comments: 
 

a. Feedback from the HHS Board Meeting – Roberta and Marlene – May 22, 2018 
i. Marlene commented that no one is sure what came out of the legislature this year yet. 

ii. Talked that Lakes and Pines weatherization is a huge deal and not sure how much money will 
be there for that next year. 

iii. Talked about the cause of the cost change for the person that is being housed at St. Peter due 
to them going into a transition phase of their rehabilitation. 

b. Committee Members scheduled to attend upcoming HHS Board meetings in 2018: 
 
June 26  Kevin Insley  Beverly Mensing 
July 24   Joell Miranda  Carole Holten 
August 28  Bob Marcum  ________________ 
September 25  Carole Holten  ________________ 
October 23  Jon Moen  ________________ 
November 27  _______________ ________________ 
December 18  Bob Marcum  ________________ 

 
X. Adjournment 

 
a. Motion by Roberta to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Carole, all members voting yes to adjourn 

the meeting at 4:43pm. 
 
 
 
 
 



             
       Robert Marcum, Chairperson 
 
      
Shawn Speed, Clerk to the ACH&HS Advisory Board 
 
 
 
The following documents were included in the packet of information sent to the members for review prior to 
the meeting or distributed at the meeting: 

• Copy of the agenda for the June 6, 2018 meeting. 
• Copy of the minutes from the May 2, 2018 meeting. 
• Copy of the May 22, 2018 H&HS Board meeting minutes. 
• Copy of the Tobacco handouts. 
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