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Aitkin
County

Board of County Commissioners
Agenda Request

Requested Meeting Date: February 10,2015

Title of ltem: MHB - Moving rhe Needte Campaign

3ß
Agenda ltem #

ø REGULAR AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA

INFORMATION ONLY

Action Requested: Direction Requested

Approve/Deny Motion lZ o¡r.u.sion ltem

Adopt Resolution (attach draft) Hold Public Hearing*
*provide copy of hearing notice that was published

Submitted by:
Nathan Burkett

Department:
Administration

Presenter (Name and Title):
Tim Terrill, Executíve Director Mississippi Headwaters Board

Estimated Time Needed:
15 minutes

Summary of lssue:

Tim Terrill, Executive Director Mississippi Headwaters Board will present MHB's Moving the Needle Toward Protection
Campaign.

Alternatives, Options, Effects on Others/Comments:

Recommended Action/Motion :

Financial lmpact:
ls there a cosf associated with this request? Yes No

What is the total cost,
/s fhrs budgeted?

and $
Yes Please Explain

Legally binding agreements must have County Attorney approval prior to submission.



!r

..iii tré

å

T1Wo"i¿ 5
a

t:lTJrcTWoT -TTYNN æH- 
^'NNO¡¡¡

.¡

:it

-.- 
- -

i'--*_

'i..TÎl . a r¡- ,ù

q\

s,

Ëlt



Risk C lassification (by catchment)

: \,/igitanre 3s

Protectron 38

Ënhance I Prolectron l8

Enhance 22

9u.1" HÚrtory €-r 9fi.ø,tqy
The Mississippi Headwaters Board (MHB) is aJoint Põ-.rc Board established by the
legislature to provide local conttol and protection of the Mississippi River. It is iom-
prised of eight county commissionets from eight different counties (Clearwater, Hub-
batd, Beltrami, cass, Itasca, Aitkin, crow síing, and Morrison) to protect and preserve
the natutal, cultural, historical, scientific, and recreational values of the first 40ô miles
of the Mississippi river. By pafinering with organizations, the MHB has the oppor-
tunity to protect one of the greatest rivers in the wodd. We have established u .""-
sistent priodtization for identi$ring parcels within the 11.3 catchments that adjoin the
Mississippi rivet (insert on this page), and have provided guidance and srraregies ro
implementing conservation otgarizations. Our strategy for measured srr..ess is to pri-
oúnze parcels of land in the Mississippi tiver corddot that will provide access to a$a-
cent public land, and utilize existing programs to develop a protected natural infra-
structure that the habitat, water quality, and public will benefit from. (example oppo-
site oase).

Th"etBe¿næ,{ít
I

By implementing the above strategy, multiple benefits will be obtained. One will be an
increase in the amount of conservation that protects water quali$z-and natural habitat;
anothet v¡ill be an inctease in the natural infrastructure for the arcav¡hich will presewe
and ptotect the Mississippi tivet; and another will be a resilient economy for the pub-
Lic' The Minnesota toutism industry estirnates $11.9 billion annually in gross sales in
which 1'6oh of the visits from tourist are spent on recreational activities. Since ovr areà
is dependent on pdstine water quality and habitat to muntatn the 11,206 jobs in the
leisure and hospitality industry; the link between economic resiliency and natural re-
source protection is cleat. This sttategy supports the initiative of Explore Minnesota
which has a vision to have toudsm become a $20 billion business by 2020, and will
help make the this area become Minnesota's destination recreation center.

Th"ervírtí,o1,v
The MHB is cutrently working with the Department of Natutal Resources to develop
a ranking sheet to priotitize parcels of land that lie within the Mississippi river corri-
dor' Together we will apply fot an Outdoor Hedtage grant and target these parcels
that are adjacent and allow âccess to existing public lands to protect the habitat and

. water quality of the river. We recognize that you can help achieve the goal of protect-

, ing the Mississippi Rrver by being a financial contributor to our Moving the Needle
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in helping make the upper Mississippi Riv-



Mouing the hleedle Strategy State Ptograms Utilized to Advance Protection

:r LaSalle Lake State Recreation Area
Adjacent Land Ownership

Before Acquisition

After Acquisition
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Stormwater Planning

Otw Strø'te41
The Mississippi Headwaters Board's srrâregy is to ptovide planning oppor-
tunities with cities that are in the "Enhance" and "Enhance/Protection"
dsk categories (opposite page) to develop stomwater protection plans at a
community level. The MHB has worked wirh 3 cities (Litde Falls, Grand
Rapids, and Bemidji) along the river coridor to provide stormwater plan-
ning so that they can be in compliance with newly established rules set by
the Environmental Protection Agency.

ThB/ßeÀNe'fífr
Cities that ptoceed thtough this detailed anaþsis v¡ill be in compliance with the newly established des. It
will identifr and develop measutable, attainable goals in which the cities can use to develop aplan for imple-
ment¿tion. These plans will enable cities to apply fot furdirg to reduce pollutants from entedng the Missis-
sippi River, and benefit the lives of everyone in the community.

fhp/ví*bw
The Mssissippi Headwatets Boatd desires to wotk with all 1,2 ctaes in the corridor and headwaters lakes
which total ovet 35 miles of unprotected water. We applied for a Clean $Vatet Legacy gtant in the fall of 2074
to help with storrnwatet planning for smallet cities, and desire to have planning options developed with the
cities in the conidor to treât their stotmv¡ater effectively. Healthy water is a reflection of the values of a
healthy city.



Stormwater Planning Cities:
= A. Bemidji
- B. Cass Lake
Ð C. Walker

= D. Cohasset, Grand Rapids, LaPrairie

= E. Pallisade

- F. Aitkin
+ G. Riverton
=+ H. Brainerd, Baxter
+ I. Little Falls.
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F ach year, Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) threatens not just our ecosystem of
lakes and rivets, but also our recreational and economic infrastructure that is en-
joyed by Minnesotans.

Otw 9fi,øte4y
An impottant v/eapon in the fight against AIS is educarion. That is why the Mis-
sissippi Headwaters Board is wotking with multiple counties in the North Central
region of MN to develop a multi-county AIS campaign that utjlizes infomercials,
videos, and radio and TV Public Sewice Announcements to cteate âwareness
about the spread of aquatic invasive species. By targeting the younger generat-ion
of recreational users through a vanety of media sources, we cari begin to motivate
the public in a positive way to change their habits, while conveying a message of
enjoyment of our natural resources.

TLwrßexvelír
The l\{ississippi River is an internationally known dver, and the Norh Central
tegion of MN is a playgtound for recreational ând naturâl resource vacadoners.
By educating others on the presence and detrirnental impacts of aquatic invasive
species, we will help others become aware of the social responsibil,ity involved
with owning awatercraft, while enjoying the natural wodd we live in.

Tl4ervÚúþtv
The Mississippi Headwaters Board wants people to feel like they 

^rc 
p^tt of the

solution. The media campaign will provide the message for behavioral change
and show the need for wise stewardship through self inspection and decontami-
nation of tecteationals¡atercnft. This will result in a mised consciousness and
behavioral change that will affect multiple generations of users. The public will
undetstand that tecreational acuvities and individual protection efforts work syn-
etgistically together for the good of all Minnesorans. By coordinaring and collab-
otating with multiple counties acÍoss Minnesota, the Mississippi Headwaters
Boatd will efficiently coordinate this campaign
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Back Row (L to R): Davin Tinquist, Neal
Gaalswyk- Chair, Kevin Maurer* Secretary/
Treasurer, Paul Thiede, Brian Napstad, Dean
Newland- Vice Chair, Cal Johannsen.

Front Row (L to R): Jack Frost. Pam Kichler-
Adrnin. Specalisl Tim Tenill- Executive
Director, Bob Lessard- DNR Liaison. I
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