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Board of County Commissioners 5 A \
Agenda Request nd A

Agenda Item #

@ Requested Meeting Date: October 28, 2014

Title of Item: Continuation - Public Hearing for Partial Ditch Abandonment

REGULAR AGENDA Action Requested: |:| Direction Requested

D CONSENT AGENDA D Approve/Deny Motion D Discussion Item

D Adopt Resolution (attach draft) Hold Public Hearing*
*provide copy of hearing notice that was published

l:l INFORMATION ONLY

Submitted by: Department:
Kirk Peysar Auditor's Office
Presenter (Name and Title): Estimated Time Needed:

Kirk Peysar, County Auditor

Summary of Issue:

Continuation of September 9, 2014 Public Hearing for Partial Ditch Abandonment - EverStar

Alternatives, Options, Effects on Others/Comments:

Recommended Action/Motion:

Financial Impact:

Is there a cost associated with this request? I:' Yes D No
What is the total cost, with tax and shipping? $

Is this budgeted? Iﬁ Yes ETNO Please Explain:

Legally binding agreements must have County Attorney approval prior to submission.



RESOLUTION OPPOSING AITKIN COUNTY BOARD PARTIAL
DITCH ABANDONMENT OF A DRAINAGE SYSTEM COUNTY DITCH 24
RESOLUTION 2014 - 10

WHEREAS, the Spencer Township has heretofore been given notice of a extended public hearing
issued by the Aitkin County Board of Commissioners to be held on Tuesday, October 28, 2014 at the
Aitkin County Courthouse for the purpose of considering partial abandonment of drainage systems
involving county ditch 24 by petition from EverStar Properties in Spencer Township.

WHEREAS, the Spencer Township Board has met on October 14, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. and upon a
unanimous consensus of the Supervisors, declared the partial abandonment of the drainage system

would negatively impact both private & public properties as well as public roadways by means of
flooding and wildlife hazards.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors, upon a unanimous decision,
hereby determines and declares that it is necessary to request the Aitkin County Commissioners deny
EverStar’s petition as an act in the best interest of the public welfare of the citizens of Aitkin County.
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Adopted this 14™ day of October, 2014,
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AITKIN COUNTY BOARD September 9, 2014

51-27 $200
52-27 $2250
50-29 $1500
48-28 $3000
49-28 $5500
50-30 $300
51-27 $1000
52-27 $2700

At 10:00 a.m. Kirk Peysar, County Auditor held a Public Hearing for Petition for Partial
Abandonment of a Drainage System (County Ditch 24) located in Sections 7, 8, and 18 of
Spencer Township (T47N, R26W) and Sections 12 and 13 of Aitkin Township (T47N,
R27W) Aitkin County, MN. EverStar, LLC submitted this petition for ditch abandonment
pursuant to Minnesota Statute 103E.806. John Kolb, Rinke Noonan; along with Tom Miller
and Eric Hansen, Westwood Professional Services presented plans and studies in support
of EverStar's petition to the Board. John Welle, Aitkin County Engineer expressed his
concerns. County Attorney Jim Ratz offered opinion and guidance. Public comment was
heard from Tammy Lou Pfaff, representing City of Aitkin and Aitkin Airport Commission;
Bob Harwarth, Spencer Township; Douglas Green, American Peat Technology; and Sid
Berglund, Aitkin resident. Most voiced opposition or concern over the potential impact of
the ditch abandonment. Jim Erickson, EverStar asked for Board support. The Board agreed
to continue the Public Hearing on October 28, 2014 and to keep the public comment period
open through that date.

The Board reported on the following: AMC Policy Meeting, NCLUCB, ATV Association of
MN (ATVAM), AIS, Hill City National Night Out, MCIT Regional Risk Management
Workshop, Park Board, Aitkin Airport Commission, and Historical Society.

Commissioner Anne Marcotte left at 12:10 p.m.

Motion by Commissioner Westerlund, seconded by Commissioner Niemi and carried (4-0
Marcotte absent), all members voting yes to adjourn the meeting at 12:21 p.m. until

Tuesday, September 10, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. for Special Meeting - 2015 Budget Presentation.

J. Mark Wedel, Chairperson
Aitkin County Board of Commissioners

Nathan Burkett, County Administrator

PUBLIC
HEARING FOR
PETITION FOR
PARTIAL
ABANDONMENT
OF A DRAINAGE
SYSTEM

BOARD
DISCUSSION

MARCOTTE LEFT

ADJOURN

Page 6 of 6




EXTRACT OF MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 5 b
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AITKIN, MINNESOTA

HELD: September 8, 2014 q-94- 4 HO /\cgcs "w.

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the City Council of the City
of Aitkin, Minnesota was duly called and held at the City Hall in said City on the 8th day of
September, 2014, at 7:00 o'clock P M.

The following members were present: Mayor Gary Tibbitts, Council Member; Julie
Miller, Keith Nentl, Cori Welshons and Trevor Betley.

and the following were absent:

Mcmber [,(J & m [ /'é l/ introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption:

the motion of the adoption was duly seconded by council member &Y} I/L/‘Zf Séa"}ﬁ < ,and

after a full discuss thereof and upon a vote being taken thereon the following voted in favor

thereof:

And the following voted against the same:

CITY OF AITKIN, MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION NO. 09-08-14 B
RESOLUTION REQUESTING AITKIN COUNTY DENY THE PARTIAL DITCH
ABANDONMENT OF A DRAINAGE SYSTEM INVOLVING COUNTY DITCH 24

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AITKIN (the
"City") AS FOLLOWS:

A. WHEREAS, the City has heretofore been given notice of a public hearing issued
by the Aitkin County Board of Commissioners to be held on Tuesday September 9, 2014 at
10:00 a.m. at the Aitkin County Courthouse for the purpose of considering partial abandonment
of drainage systems involving county ditch 24 by petition from EverStar properties in Spencer
Township; and

B. WHEREAS, the Airport Commission has met on September 4, 2014 at 5:30 p.m.
and upon a unanimous consensus of the commission, declared the abandonment for the drainage
system would impact the airport properties by means of flooding and wildlife hazards which will
increase and endanger pilots entering and exiting the airport; and

C. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City hereby determines and
declares that it is necessary to request the County Commissioners deny the EverStar petition and
to act in the best interest of the public welfare of the citizens of Aitkin County.

DATED: September 8, 2014
BY ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL

ATTEST:

or = % lebms
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Far East End County Ditch 24 Looking West on 6/25/2012 During Flood Conditions

Looking South Along County Road 54 at Start of Co

Looking North Along County Road 54 6/29/2012 During Flood Conditions
Flood Conditions




313 Under Normal Conditions

r County Boad 54 at Start of County Ditch 24 10/31/2013 Under

Photo 10/31/2013 Under Normal Conditions

Mormal Conditions



Photograph of a Typical Type 6 Wetland, during the 2012 Aitkin County Flood, This is the Wetiand
Type Proposed Onsite

Photograph of a Typical Type 6 Wetiand, This is the Wetiand Type Proposed Onsite

Photograph of a Typical Type 6 Wetland, This is the Wetland Type Proposad Onsite during the 2012 Photograph of a Typical Type 6 Wetland, This is the Wetland Type Proposed Onsite

flood (on left) and cropped firld (on right). Highlights how the Type & wetland does not develop
into open water during flood events
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Mapped Ditchee

D EverStar Property Boundary ‘e Mapped Perennlal Streams

[: Minnesata DNR Minor Watershed Boundary - Wenck Mapped Upsiream Subwatersheds

EverStar Wetland Bank Project
Aitkin County, Minnesota
Aitkin County Ditch Petition Exhibits

County Ditch 24 Overview Map
EXHIBIT 1
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EverStar Wetland Bank Project

Legend
g Aitkin County, Minnesota
EverSlar Property Boundary - Partion of Ditch to Remain Altkln County D|tCh Petition EXhlbltS
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EverStar Wetland Bank Project

Aitkin County, Minnesota

Legend . . " -
Aitkin County Ditch Petition Exhibits

D Affected Portion of Aitkin County Ditch 24 Direction of Flow o '
Existing Drainage Flow Map

EverStar Property Boundary - Surlace Flow Divide EXHIBIT 3
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EverStar Wetland Bank Project

Aitkin County, Minnesota

Legend " o
Aitkin County Ditch Petition Exhibits

EverStar Property Boundary - Portion of Ditch to Remain .
Proposed Drainage Flow Map

é_ Direction of Flow - Portion of Ditch lo be Abandoned EXHIBIT 4
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EverStar, LLC

Lake Shove, Miznesota 56462

EverStar Wetland
Bank Project

Aitkin County, Minsesota

Call 48 Hours before digging:
GOPHER STATE ONE CALL

Twin City Area 651-454—0002
Mn Toll Free 1-B00-252-1166
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I Clarification of Work Area I

No grading within 100ft buffer.

1
AR —

A s | 0 12025

1202



