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Dear Mr. Wedel:

I am writing to request your assistance with the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA’s) upcoming
Risk MAP Discovery effort, which includes your community. The Discovery process is the first step in
determining whether a Risk MAP project is needed within your watershed. The information exchanged between
FEMA and the communities within your watershed during Discovery will improve our understanding of your flood
hazard mapping, flood risk, mitigation planning, and communication needs.

We are scheduling a Discovery Meeting for October 17" in the City of Cloquet, and on October 18" in the City of
Hibbing. Please save this date on your calendar, and we will follow-up with a specific meeting location in a few
weeks. At the meeting, we will review the flood risk data we have gathered to date, discuss your community’s
floodplains, mitigation plan and projects, flood risk concerns, and stormwater and floodplain management activities.
We would like to request your help in inviting community leaders, emergency managers, GIS specialists, and local
planners to the meeting (please see the enclosed brochure for a list of proposed attendees).

In preparation for the meeting, we will be hosting Information Exchange webinars. These webinars will allow us to
provide an overview of Risk MAP and Discovery, and to learn about your community’s unique situation. The
Information Exchange webinars will be held on October 14™ and October 15", from Ipm to 2pm. You may join us
at either session, but is important that you do participate so that we can be prepared to discuss your community’s
issues and concerns at the Discovery Meeting. In advance of the webinars, we will send you a questionnaire to fill
out and return to us after the session. We will compile the questionnaire responses into a draft Discovery Report
and Map, which will be used at the meeting to document all potential needs that may be addresses in a Risk MAP
project.

We thank you for supporting and participating in this effort. Please look for an email from STARR, our consultant,
with additional meeting details. If you have any questions, reach out to the Region V FEMA Planner, Tom Smith, at
Thomas.Smith6 @fema.dhs.gov, or by phone at (312) 408-5220; or contact the STARR Project Manager, Jon
Johnson, at jonathan.johnson@atkinsglobal.com, or by phone at (507) 208-8934. We look forward to partnering
with you in building a safer community.

Sincerely,

Crtse Jicd

Christine Stack,
Director, Mitigation Division
FEMA Region V

www.fema.gov
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Cc: (distributed electronically)
Jennifer Nelson, State Hazard Mitigation Officer
Suzanne Jiwani, State Cooperating Technical Partners Coordinator
Ceil Strauss, State National Flood Insurance Program Coordinator
Tom Smith, Mitigation Planner, FEMA Region V
John Devine, Floodplain Management Specialist, FEMA Region V
Morgan Holloway, Hazard Mitigation Assistance, FEMA Region V
Bill Heyse, Engineer, FEMA Region V
Jon Johnson, Project Manager, STARR
Roger Denick, Regional Service Center, STARR
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