Joe Radinovich .

State Representative MlnneSOta

District 10B House of

Aitkin and Crow Wing Counties Repl‘esentatives

June 21, 2013

Patrick Wussow Jl
217 2™ St NW Room 134 Wy 26 o
Aitkin, MN 56431 Uy

+ Dear Patrick:

Now that the 2013 legislative session has drawn to a close, I want to take this opportunity to
update you on actions taken that affect local governments in our community.

The 2013 Minnesota Legislature adjourned on May 20 after responsibly balancing and
stabilizing the state budget. We erased our current budget shortfall and addressed the ongoing
structural deficit without gimmicks, provided property tax relief, and made strategic investments
in education and jobs.

Listed below are some (although not an exhaustive list) of the actions taken by the 2013
Legislature that affect local governments in our district:

e Local government aid: The current LGA formula was replaced with a new formula that
makes adjustments to an individual city’s aid based on its “aid gap” or the difference
between its current aid and its unmet need as measured by the new formula. LGA was
increased $80 million.

e County program aid: Increased $40 million.
e Township aid: $10 million was allocated for this reinstated aid.

¢ Sales tax exemption for counties and cities: Exempted most purchases by cities and
counties from the sales tax.

e Greater Minnesota sales tax exemption: In order to encourage business expansion,
qualifying businesses in Greater Minnesota can obtain a sales tax exemption for certain
purchases.

e  Wheelage tax: Authorized all counties to impose an annual $10 wheelage tax by adoption
of a resolution. Currently, such a tax can be imposed only in the Twin Cities metro area and
is capped at $5. On January 1, 2018 the tax can increase up to $20 per year.

e Local option transportation sales tax: County boards in Greater Minnesota may impose a
local option transportation sales tax of up to %% for road and transit projects.
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Voting by mail: Towns of any size, or a city having fewer than 400 registered voters on June
1 of an election year, are authorized to conduct the election by mail provided the town or city
is located outside of the 7-county metropolitan area.

No-excuse absentee ballots: Authorized “no-excuse” absentee balloting. Voters can now
vote absentee for any reason or no reason at all. Previously, a person could vote via absentee
ballot only in limited circumstances.

County Veteran Service Officers: Increased CVSO funding to $2 million to: 1) provide
outreach to veterans; 2) assist in the reintegration of combat veterans into society; 3)
collaborate with social service agencies, educational institutions, and other community
organizations to enhance services offered to veterans; 4) reduce homelessness among
veterans; and 5) enhance the operations of the county veterans’ service offices.

Local government veterans’ preference: Cities and towns are authorized to implement a
veterans’ preference program in the awarding of contracts to designated veteran-owned small
businesses.

Government employee military leave: Prior to July 1, 2013, law provides that public
employees may take up to 15 days annually of paid leave from their public employment for
active military service, whether for purposes of training or deployment. This session the
Legislature clarified that law to make clear that the public employer must allow the employee
to take such leave at the person’s discretion, whether all at once or spread throughout the
year.

Hiring of former military members for public positions: Current law provides that a
person can be disqualified from public employment, or from receiving a state-issued
professional license, if the position being sought directly relates to a crime for which the
person has previously been convicted, unless the person can show “sufficient evidence of
rehabilitation.” That law was modified this year to provide that “competent evidence of
sufficient rehabilitation,” includes having been honorably discharged from the United States
armed forces for military service rendered following conviction for any crime that would
otherwise disqualify the person from the public employment or the license sought.

County fairs: $2 million allocated for distribution in equal amounts to each of the state's
county fairs to enhance arts access and education, and to preserve and promote Minnesota's
history and cultural heritage.

Beer educator: Authorized the issuance of on-sale liquor licenses to “malt liquor educators.”
Local units of government granted the authority to prohibit “malt liquor education” within
their jurisdictions. “Malt liquor educators™ teach others about the various aspects of beer in
order for them to gain a greater appreciation for “barley pop.” This new law mirrors an
existing law governing “wine educators.”

Gas payments at stations: Prohibited local units of government from requiring any
particular form of payment for motor fuel sales, such as pre-pay.



e DPersonal contact information for governmental alerts: Classifies telephone numbers, e-
mail addresses, internet user names, and any other similar data as private data if the data is
collected, maintained or received by a government entity for notification purposes, such as
receiving snow emergency information, city council meeting agendas, etc. at the individual’s
request.

e Personal contact information for community crime prevention: Classified the mailing
addresses, e-mail addresses, GPS locations, and internet account information of volunteers
participating in community crime prevention programs as private data.

e Product stewardship: Required paint manufacturers to establish waste collection and
recycling programs in Minnesota for their products. The goal of this product stewardship
requirement is to reduce the financial burden on counties for disposal of unused paint. This
same approach has been used in the past to collect and recycle electronic products. Local
governments are encouraged to participate in the program.

e Frac sand mining ordinance library: Directed the Environmental Quality Board to create
and maintain a library on local government ordinances and local government permits that
have been approved for regulation of silica sand projects for reference by local governments.

e Frac sand mining standards and criteria: Directed the Environmental Quality Board to
develop model standards and criteria for mining, processing, and transporting silica sand.
These standards and criteria can be used by local units of government in developing their
own ordinances.

e Frac sand mining technical assistance team: Directed the Environmental Quality Board to
assemble a silica sand technical assistance team to provide local units of government, at their
request, assistance with ordinance development, zoning, environmental review and
permitting, monitoring, or other issues arising from silica sand mining and processing
operations. The Board will also develop model standards and criteria for mining, processing,
and transporting of silica sand.

e Frac sand mining — local moratorium may be extended: Notwithstanding MN Statutes,
sections 394.34 and 462.355, subdivision 4, until March 1, 2015, a local unit of government
may extend for one year an interim ordinance or renew an expired ordinance prohibiting new
or expanded silica sand projects, as defined in MN Statutes, section 116C.99, and extend the
ordinance an additional year by resolution of the local unit of government.

Thank you for your dedicated work for our community; I look forward to our continued
association. Please always feel free to contact me whenever I can be of assistance.

Sincerely,

Radinovich
State Representative
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County to hire seven financial assistance specialists
By Sun Focus Editor on July 3, 2013 at 1:58 pm
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Positions will prepare county for Affordable Care Act implementation
By Peter Bodley-ABC Newspapers

Anoka County continues to gear up to handle changes that will come with
implementation of the federal Affordable Care Act later this year.

Anticipating a significant increase in the number of applicants for health care coverage
through the Medical Assistance program starting Oct. 1, the Anoka County Board in
March approved hiring ahead 14 financial assistance specialist positions in the
economic assistance department.

On the recommendation of its management committee, the board June 25 authorized
the hiring ahead of seven more.

According to Jerry Vitzthum, the county’s sconomic assistance department and job
training center director, 13 of the 14 positions approved by the board in March have
been filled.

But the county has lost nine financial asslstance specialists since then, Vitzthum said.,
“So we are only ahead by four,” he said.

The department employs about 100 financial assistance specialists, according to
Vitzthum.

There is also a long training period for the new hires, which is exacerbated by the
caseload growth and the need for staff to work in multiple systems, Vitzthum sald.
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increase Anoka County's Medical Assistance workload by 20-30 percent,” he said. sl L

VA Home Loans Start Here

“This is on top of the significant caseload growth of 40 percent over the past five years.” www VAMortgageCenter.com
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the federal legislation, he sald. W
Besides the jump in caseload, all current cases have to be converted to a new web-
based eligibility platform starting in October, according to Vitzthum. Subscribe
Print Subscription
This will take place in stages with cash and food programs to be done last in a time RSS Feed

frame that is not known at this time, but completion is expected by 20186, Vitzthum said.

Special Sections
“This will require staff to work in muitiple systems until the conversion is completed,” he
told the county board.

This means double entry into systems of data for households on Medical Assistance, Stmitneuacements

food stamps or cash programs, which will increase the time 1o process applications and Submit Anniversary, Wedding
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changes, Vitzthum said. e
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anticipated some of them will be left vacant if the workload decreases, he said,

“This will be evaluated on an ongoing basis," Vitzthum said. Submit Content
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According to Vitzthum, an increase in federal dollars for Medical Assistance is expected

to pay most of the cost of the new hires. Submit a Letter to the Editor
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But that is by no means certain, Vitzthum said. "The devil lies in the details,” he said.

However, there is also one-time funding available in the department's budget through

temporary salary dollars, he said, Contact Us
Advertising Info

Commissioner Scott Schulte said he read in a recent StarTribune story about other

counties, notably Hennepln County, hiring ahead to deal with the Affordable Care Act

impacts.

"The pool appears to be small and getting smaller,” he said,

In his presentation to the county board in March, Vitzthum said that a preliminary
analysis of additional staff and overtime needs associated with the Affordable Care Act
implementation shows the potential for unfunded costs between $1.2 million and $1.4
million over a three-yeat period.

Editor's note: Peter Bodley is managing editor of ABC Newspapers. Peter Bodley is at
peler.bodley@ecm-inc.com.

Tags: Columbia Heights, Fridley
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Public Informational Meeting Notice
County-State-Aid Highway 12 Construction Project

The Aitkin County Highway Department will be hosting a public meeting to provide
information regarding road construction on a 2-mile segment of County State-Aid
Highway 12 from State Highway 47 to the north junction of County State-Aid Highway
39. Construction is scheduled to begin in July, 2013 with anticipated completion in
October, 2013. This meeting will be held at 7:00 pm on Tuesday, July 23, 2013 at the
Aitkin City Hall — 109 First Avenue NW — Aitkin, MN 56431.

John Welle, P.E.
Aitkin County Engineer
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Minnesota Council of Airports (MCOA)

644 Bayfield Street, Suite #120 ./U[
St. Paul, MN 55107 0o 2-0»,3
Monthly News Update (MNU) for July 2013

TRV NI met June 14™ at MNDOT and the agenda was completed as presented. There is no
scheduled Board meeting for July. The next MCOA Board meeting will be at 9:30 AM, August 9" at the
MNDOT Office of Aeronautics.

MNDOT Update . . . The House Appropriations Committee has approved FY 2014 DOT/FAA Funding bill
and full details are on the MCOA web site published under “Airport Alerts.” Summarily - $216 million for
EAS, $140 million for contract towers and no funding for Small Community Air Service Development. The
House bill now moves to consideration by the Full House of Representatives, although the timing is

unclear.

Foxx Confirmed as USDOT Secretary . . . Anthony Foxx, Mayor of Charlotte, NC, has been confirmed as
the 17" U.S. Secretary of Transportation, and could hold a meeting as early as next week once he resigns
his mayoral position.

Airport News . . . Saab has received site acceptance for its remote tower system after testing in Norway
and Sweden. The technology uses cameras and sensors to link several small airports to one facility,
offering air-traffic control functions where there was previously no manned tower. “Remote towers hold
great potential for safe, cost-effective delivery of air traffic services to new locations and could be a
replacement for outdated facilities,” said Ken Kaminski, Saab ATM general manager.

FAA Encapsulated News. ..

Unleaded Fuel by 2018 — The FAA is asking for industry proposals to create a new unleaded fuel
that the GA fleet — noncommercial airplanes — can burn by 2018. “We need to work with industry to
develop an unleaded fuel that advances aviation safety and improves the environment,” said
Transportation Secretary Ray Hood.

FAA Publishes NextGen Plan Update — FAA has published the 2013 update to its NextGen Plan,
which summarizes the past 18 months of activity and outlines what steps are ahead. The document is
electronic this year, with no printed copy available and may be downloaded and viewed at
www.faa.gov/nextgen/implementation

FAA Publication Highlights GA/Environmental - The May/June 2013 issue of FAA Safety Briefing
focuses on environmental advances in general aviation. Articles explore ways to “fly green” through new

technology and by following environmentally sound practices.

Meeting Notices . . . Registration for the National Airports Conference (NAC) is now open at
http.//events.aaae.org/sites/130901/. Scheduled for October 20 — 22 at the Sheraton Nashville
Downtown in Nashville, TN, the NAC offers speakers and panel topics that address the needs of airport




officials for strategies that work in today’s dynamic aviation environment.

In Other News. ..

Delta to purchase 49% stake in Virgin Atlantic — Delta has gained approval from the European
Union to purchase a 49% stake in Virgin Atlantic Airways. The move will help Delta expand its trans-
Atlantic flights.

Sun Country to Add Minneapolis — Washington Flights — Sun Country Airlines announced new
non-stop service between MSP/STP Intl and Reagan Washington National, effective August 20™. Six non-
stop flights and four trips via Lansing, MI., will operate between the two cities each week.

Wisconsin Sales Tax Hinders Growth in State’s Aviation Industry — A W state sales tax on parts
and labor for the maintenance of privately-owned aircraft puts businesses at a competitive disadvantage
to neighboring states, business owners say. Michigan, Ohio, Missouri and Indiana do not charge taxes on
maintenance work for private aircraft (recently MN has joined this group).

Is It Wise to Teach Your Spouse to Fly? — Flight Instructor Ron Rapp discusses the pros and cons
of teaching a spouse to fly. He writes that while it might be less expensive, it is necessary for an
instructor to be an authority figure, a task that can be extra difficult when the student is their spouse.

It is a call only you can make depending on your situation!

MCOA Seeks Input . . . from you each month for articles about you, your airport or airport projects
recently completed for the MCOA Monthly News update. All aviation enthusiasts, airports, air shows,
communities, and aviation purveyors of service are encouraged to send in news of their airport,
community or services to GENAVCON genavcon@charter.net for publication. If you have news of
importance to MN and the MCOA membership about your events or accomplishments, submit your
articles including digital pictures to genavcon@charter.net NLT the 30™ of each month.

“Good character, like good soup, is usually made at home”
Unknown




STATEMENT OF BUSINESS TRANSACTED IN
OFFICE OF COUNTY RECORDER, AITKIN COUNTY

/312) |

DURING June 2013
DEPOSIT OF CHECK OR CASH § __ 29,333.50 TO AITKIN CO TREASURER
NATURE OF BUSINESS TRANSACTED AMOUNT OF

FEES RECEIVED
uccec 0,00
NOTARY o e e———— ~20.00 |
‘NOTARY SURCHARGE B 9.2030 |Expired 8/1/10
TORRENS - o B 117.00
TORRENS ASSURANCE o ) 9.2031 = EPnt
COUNTY GENERAL FUND ] . 771400 |
STATE GENERAL FUND 90,2036 | 5680.50 *** |
RECORDER TECH FEE - 5410.00
'UNALLOCATED _ o 5951.00 B
STATE WELLCERT. 9.2027 | 37420
‘COUNTY WELL CERT _ - B | 157.50 -
BIRTH CERTIFICATES - el
CHILDRENSSURCH. ©9.2024 | 72.00 o+
BIRTH/DEATH SURCH. B 9.2022 | 20S-00 s T
DEATH CERT. R L
9010 LEG. SURCH 144.226 SUBD 3 (b) 240.00  ***
COPIES & C/COPIES 2172.50

29353,
TOTAL ke
WORK DONE FOR VARIOUS COUNTY AGENCIES
FOR WHICH NO PAYMENT WAS RECEIVED
RECORDING HONORABLE DISCHARGES 10.00
AITKIN COUNTY _ - T oo
AITKIN CO ROAD & BRIDGE 3 000
OTHERS - _ P LI
e R i e e 46.00
TOTAL R B _ I
2P s by ot € ppe, depds:
YEARTODATE 2%%¢ o
PREVIOUS YEAR  $28,023.90
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Minnesota’s 87 Countzes

tners

A publication of the Association of Minnesota Countles

The Association of Minnesota Counties (AMC), which represents the state’s 87 counties, wants to be a partner in enacting
tax reform that will provide meaningful property tax relief for Minnesotans. Counties are the most important and
biggest piece of the property tax puzzle. Not only are counties responsible for administering the property tax,
counties also levy the largest portion of the tax.

The Goal of Property Tax Reform

As all Minnesotans know, property tax levies in our state have nearly doubled in the past decade. At the same time,
reliance on property taxes within the state’s overall tax system has grown considerably. Minnesota’s counties believe that
state tax reform should prioritize reversing this trend, and reducing the pressures on property tax payers.

The Roots of Higher Property Taxes

An examination of county finances can help explain the core
causes of rising property taxes.

Minnesota County Revenues 2002
: Between 2001 and 2010, inflation-adjusted spending

by Minnesota counties decreased by 2.8%.

However, flat spending didn't translate to flat tax bills for
Minnesota property owners.

That’s because over that same time, total state aid to
counties was cut by nearly 30%.

Minnesota County Revenues 2010

These dramatic cuts in state aid have shifted the cost of
state mandates onto local property tax payers, and driven
county levies higher even as real spending has stayed flat.

In order to enact tax reform that will bring real, lasting
property tax relief to Minnesotans, the state needs to
reestablish and strengthen its fiscal relationship with
counties.




Reform Strategies to
Reduce Property Taxes

Restore and Strengthen the State-
County Fiscal Relationship

Over the past decade, state policymakers have
increasingly responded to budget shortfalls not by
raising state revenue or cutting services, but by slashing
aid and shifting costs on to counties.

County Program Aid: This general purpose aid helps
reduce property taxes and ensures counties of all sizes
and wealth can maintain core services for their citizens.
But County Program Aid has been cut by nearly 40%
- over $100 million in annual funding- since 2001.
Because so much of a county’s work is mandated by
the state, counties have had little choice but to turn to
property tax payers to make up this lost revenue.

Shifting State Costs to Counties: In addition to reducing
aid to local governments, the state has also driven up
property taxes by forcing counties to pick up a larger
share of the costs of administering state-mandated
programs and services. Local property tax payers are
currently backfilling millions of dollars of state cuts
to Sex Offender Civil Commitment, Nursing Homes,
Treatment Centers, County-State Aid Roads, and many
other areas.

PILT: The state of Minnesota makes Payment in Lieu
of Taxes (PILT) to local communities to help offset
the costs of maintaining, and the loss of tax base from,
publicly-owned natural resource lands. AMC supports
full funding for PILT, and asks the Legislature to restore
the annual inflationary adjustments to flat-rate PILT
payments which were eliminated in 2011.

Reduce Reliance on Property Taxes: AMC also believes
the state should stop requiring local governments to
use local property tax dollars to pay state sales taxes on
purchases, and grant local governments more authority
to explore non-property tax revenue, such aslocal option
sales taxes and wheelage taxes.

By restoring these deep aid cuts and undoing

recent cost shifts, the state can provide real, lasting

property tax relief to Minnesotans.

Provide Stability and Avoid Volatility

Efficient budgeting requires stable, predictable revenues
and costs. However, the state-county fiscal relationship
has been anything but stable in recent years. Decreasing
aid, last-minute funding cuts, and greater exposure to
state-mandated costs have left county leaders struggling
to make long-term budgeting and planning decisions.

This is why AMC recommends the state stop
providing homestead property tax benefits through
the existing Market Value Homestead Exclusion,
and avoid a return to the Market Value Homestead
Credit, which too frequently was the target of state
budget gimmicks.

AMC suggests the state instead explore providing these
benefits directly to homeowners, in the form of a state-
paid credit or refund.

Help Counties Redesign Government:
Pass the MAGIC Act

AMC supports a broad range of government reform
initiatives aimed at reducing costs and streamlining
government. Freeing counties from costly mandates and
providing more tools to spur collaboration will allow
counties to explore long-term cost reducing strategies.

The Minnesota Accountable Government Innovation &
Collaboration (MAGIC) Act represents the leading edge
of government redesign. The MAGIC Act will allow
counties and the state to creatively explore more efficient
and effective ways of delivering services and responding
to local challenges.

AMC believes that the MAGIC Act and other local
government redesign initiatives should be part of
the state’s overall efforts to reform government and
bring down property taxes. m

December 2012

ASSOCIATION o MINNESOTA COUNTIES
Preadly Serving Coundtes Since 1509,

The Association of Minnesota Counties (AMC) is a voluntary
statewide organization that assists the state’s 87 counties in providing
effective county governance to the people of Minnesota by seeing
that legislation and policies favorable to counties are enacted as
well as by providing educational programs, training, research and
communications for county officials and staff.

Association of Minnesota Counties | 125 Charles Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55103-2108 | Phone: 651-224-3344, Fax: 651-224-6530 | www.mncounties.org
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County Transportation Governance Bill
H.F. 709 (Sawatzky)/ S.F. 583 (Pederson)

The County Transportation Governance Bill is a bipartisan initiative supported by the Association of

Minnesota Counties (AMC) and the Minnesota County Engineers Association (MCEA) expanding two

local government funding mechanisms that would help achieve regional equity and flexibility in local
transportation funding.

1. Expands local government authority to impose a wheelage tax statewide, and raises the
allowable amount to up to $20 to be collected with annual vehicle registration.

Currently, wheelage tax authority exists only within the 7 county metro area at the amount of $5. This
bill would give the remaining 80 counties in Greater MN the authority to impose this fee by county
board action and use the revenue for county road and bridge systems. It would also raise the
allowable amount, giving the both the metro and Greater Minnesota flexibility in utilizing this
revenue source.

2. Removes the referendum requirement for the Local Option Sales Tax for Transportation in
Greater Minnesota.

While both the Metro and Greater Minnesota counties have the authority to levy a sales tax on retail
purchases for transportation needs, a referendum is required in Greater MN, while the metro area
can impose the tax by county board. The metro area has successfully done so and formed the Counties
Transit Improvement Board (CTIB). To date, no Greater MN county has utilized the local funding
option (which could go to roads, bridges or transit needs) because of the referendum requirement, As
county transportation needs are unmet by an increasing margin annually, locally initiated funding
options should be equally available to all counties, to avoid continual property tax increases.

The allowable rate is up to one half of one percent, and includes a one-time $20 excise fee on retail
vehicle purchases, as the sales tax does not apply to this retail category. The tax is project specific and
“blinks off” after project completion.

Both of these proposals were specifically endorsed by the Governor’s Transportation Finance
Advisory Committee (TFAC), a diverse, bi-partisan committee of business, labor, legislative, local
government, academic, and financial leaders.

Please contact Abbey Bryduck, AMC Transportation & Infrastructure Policy Analyst,
for more information: abryduck@mncounties.org (651)789-4339

Association of Minnesota Counties | 125 Charles Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55103-2108 { Main Line: 651-224-3344, Fax: 651-224-6540 |
www.mncounties.org



New County Transporiation Revenue Sources

July 1, 2013

WHEELAGE TAX

-3 How Do Counties Enact the Wheelage Tax?

e County boards may levy a wheelage tax by resolution.

+ Once enacted, the county board may choose to collect the tax directly or have the state collect the
tax on their behalf as part of the tab renewal process (all of the counties that currently have a
wheelage tax have chosen to have the state do collection).

e Counties that Intend to enact the tax and have the state do collection beginning on January 1, 2014,
must notify the state of their intent by August 1, 2013. Contact Patricia McCormack, Director of DPS's
Driver and Vehicle Services Division at patricia.mccormack@state.mn.us or 651-201-7580.

o [If a county does not choose to implement a wheelage tax in 2014, they still have the option to do so
in future years by letting the state know by August 1 of any year for enactment the following year.

| How Can Counties Use the Wheelage Tax Funds?

o Taxes may be used for "highway purposes" within the meaning outlined in Article 14 of the Minnesota
Constitution.

¢ Funds must be deposited in the county's Road and Bridge fund. There is no requirement for an off-set
of county road and bridge or general levies for the wheelage tax, nor does the wheelage tax affect
the CSAH distribution formula.

How Will the Wheelage Tax Funds Be Collected and Distributed?

» Taxes collected by the state will be paid to counties monthly.

e Taxes will be sent to the county where the vehicle is kept, regardless of whether the tabs are renewed
in a different county or online.

+ The state is entitled to recover administrative costs for collection. These are taken out of the
collections by the state prior fo payment so there is no additional transaction between the state and
the county. Cost of collection has been between .5% and .7% (or 5-7 cents of every $10), though that
is based on just five counties and a $5 wheelage tax. AMC has contacted the state to learn if alll
counties can assume similar levels of administrative costs and we will share that information when
available.

How Will the Wheelage Tax Revenue Be Calculated?

» The tax will be $10. The county's only option is to levy the tax or not, but the amount may not vary.
Beginning in 2018, the cap will be raised to $20 and counties will have the flexibility to set the amount
of the tax anywhere up to the cap.

¢ Vehicles are taxed in the county that corresponds to the address on the tab statement. If the vehicle
is kept outside the county (i.e. at the owner's cabin), the owners can indicate change in the location
where the vehicle is kept at the time of tab renewal.

¢ Several categories of vehicle are not subject to the wheelage tax, including: motorcycles and
mopeds, trailers and semitrailers, vehicles not subject to annual registration (i.e. collector vehicles),
tax exempt, and state owned vehicles.
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e Forrevenue estimates for your county, please contact Ryan Erdmann at AMC at
Erdmann@mncounties.org or 651-789-4345.

Association of Minnesota Counties | 125 Charles Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55103-2108 | Main Line: 651-224-3344, Fax: 651-224-6540
www.mncounties.org




New County Transportation Revenue Sources

July 1, 2013

LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX FOR TRANSPORTATION

¥ How Do Counties Enact the Local Option Sales Tax for Transportation?

¢ County boards may, after a public hearing, levy a sales tax for transportation and transit by resolution.
+ This sales tax is levied on anything that is currently subject to sales tax in your county.

e The imposition of the tax is project/improvement specific and that project must be identified during
the public hearing and in the resolution.

s Timing for implementation and notification to the Department of Revenue is governed by Minnesota
Statute 297A.99, Subdivision 12:

Effective dates; notification.

(a) A political subdivision may impose a tax under this section starting only on the first day of a
calendar quarter. A political subdivision may repeal a tax under this section stopping only on the
last day of a calendar quarter.

{b) The political subdivision shall notify the commissioner of revenue at least 20 days before
imposing, changing the rate of, or repealing a tax under this section.

(c) The political subdivision shall change the rate of tax imposed under this section starting only on
the first day of a calendar quarter, and only after the commissioner has notified sellers at least 60
days prior to the change.

(d) The political subdivision shall apply the rate change for sales tax imposed under this section to
purchases from printed catalogs, wherein the purchaser computed the tax based upon local tax
rates published in the catalog, starting only on the first day of a calendar quarter, and only after the
commissioner has notified sellers at least 120 days prior to the change.

(e) The political subdivision shalt apply local jurisdiction boundary changes to taxes imposed under
this section starting only on the first day of a calendar quarter, and only after the commissioner has
notified sellers at least 60 days prior to the change.

j How Can Counties Use the Local Option Sales Tax for Transportation Funds?

e The tax may only be used for the following purposes:
= Payment of the capital cost of a specific transportation project or improvement;

= Payment of the costs, which may include both capital and operating costs, of a specific transit
project or improvement;

= Payment of the capital costs of a safe routes to school program under section 174.40; or
= Payment of fransit operating costs.

¢ The taxes must terminate when revenues raised are sufficient to finance the project, except for taxes
for operating costs of a transit project or improvement, or for transit operations.

| How Will the Local Option Sales Tax for Transportation Be Collected?

o Per Minnesota Statute 297A.99, Subdivision 11, the tax must be remitted to the county by the state at
least quarterly.

¢ The state is entitled to recover administrative costs for collection. These are taken out of the
collections by the state prior to payment so there is no additional transaction between the state and
the county.
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Transportation & Infrastructure

For additional information on this section, please contact Abbey Bryduck, Policy Analyst, at 651-789-4339 or abryduck@mncounties.org

TRANSPORTATION

Transportation Governance Bill

Wheelage Tax Expansion

All 87 counties are now authorized to levy, by board resolution, a $10 per vehicle wheelage
tax. Previously, only the seven counties in the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area were authorized to levy this
tax at $5 per vehicle. The new legislation increases the amount to $10 - an automatic change in those 5
counties that currently levy the tax - with the ability to impose a rate of up to $20 per vehicle in 2018
and subsequent years. The wheelage tax does not apply to all vehicles registered in a county, exceptions
include vehicles that are not renewed annually (i.e. collector vehicles), trailers and semitrailers,
motorcycles and tax exempt vehicles. Funds from the tax must be deposited in the county’s road and
bridge fund and can only be used for “highway purposes” as defined by Article 14 of the Minnesota
Constitution. Counties have the option of collecting the tax themselves or delegating that to the registrar
of motor vehicles to be collected as part of the tab renewal process. All of the counites that are currently
collecting a wheelage tax have asked the state to do the collection and payments are issued to the
counties on a monthly basis. If a county wishes to implement the tax for 2014 and have the state do the
collection, they must notify the state by August 1 of this year.

Removal of Referendum Requirement for Local Transportation Sales Tax

Greater Minnesota counties can now enact up to a %-cent sales tax for transportation by board action,
without holding a referendum. The language was also changed on the use of the funds so that the funds
may be used for both capital and operating costs for transit as well as capital costs related to the Safe
Routes to School program.

Status: Signed into law; Chapter 117

Transportation Finance Bill

After many stops and starts, the Transportation Omnibus Finance Bill passed without a gas tax increase
or a metro transit sales tax. The bill incuded two priority items from the AMC Transportation
Governance bill described above, as well as the following items:

e Corridors of Commerce Program: While no onging funding is included, the Corridors of Commerce
program is established in law and $300 million in trunk highway bonds are authorized for the
program. The bond authorization is not effective until July 1, 2014. This program is designed to fund
to state highway projects that improve commerce in the state. MnDOT is directed to establish a
process for project selection that involves accepting recommendations on potential projects from
area transportation partnerships and other interested stakeholders in each MnDOT district. Potential
projects would be classified as Capacity Development - two-lane segments in corridors with 4-lane
segments, or Freight Improvement.
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Aitkin County Board of Commissioners S/Q
Request for County Board Action/Agenda ltem Cover Sheet Agenda flem #

To: Chairperson, Aitkin County Board of Commissioners Date: _ 7-2-13
Via: Patrick Wussow, County Administrator

From: John Welle
Title of Item: Wheelage Tax Discussion

Requested Meeting Date: _7-9-13 Estimated Presentation Time: 20 minutes
Presenter: _ John Welle

Type of Action Requested (check all that apply)

__Forinfo only, no action requested ____Approve under Routine Business

__X For discussion only with possible future action =~ ___ Adopt Ordinance Revision

___Let/Award Bid or Quote (attach copy of basic bid/quote specs or summary of complex specs, each bid/quote received & bid/quote
comparison)

___Approve/adopt proposal by motion ___Approve/adopt proposal by resolution (attach draft resolution)

___ Authorize filling vacant staff position

____Request to schedule public hearing or sale ____ Ofther (please list)

____ Request by member of the public to be heard

____Hem should be addressed in closed session under MN Statute

Fiscal Impact (check all that apply)

Is this item in the current approved budget? _ Yes ___No (attach explanation)

What type of expenditure is this? Operating Capital ____ Other (attach explanation)
Revenue line account # that funds this item is:

Expenditure line account # for this item is:

Staffing Impact (Any yes answer requires a review by Human Resources Manager before going to the board)

Duties of a department employee(s) may be materially affected. __ Yes __ No

Applicable job description(s) may require revision. __Yes ___No

Item may impact a bargaining unit agreement or county work policy. __Yes __ No

Item may change the department's authorized staffing level. __ Yes ___No HR Review

Supporting Attachment(s)
_X_ Memorandum Summary of ltem
___ Copy of applicable county policy and/or ordinance (excerpts acceptable)
____Copy of applicable state/federal statute/regulation (excerpts acceptable)
___ Copy of applicable contract and/or agreement
___Original bid spec or quote request (excluding complex construction projects)
____Bids/quotes received (excluding complex construction projects, provide comparison worksheet)
__Bid/quote comparison worksheet
__ Draft County Board resolution (1)
____ Piat approval check-list and supporting documents
___ Copy of previous minutes related to this issue
_ X __Other supporting document(s) (please list)  Informational document

(Effective 01/03/2006)



AITKIN COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MEMO

TO: Aitkin County Commissioners
Patrick Wussow, County Administrator

FROM: John Welle

DATE: July 2, 2013

Regular Agenda Items:
Wheelage Tax Discussion

Summary:

As discussed in the past months, legislative action this past session granted all counties the
authority to collect a wheelage tax of $10 per vehicle beginning in 2014, and any amount up to
$20 beginning in 2018. In addition, counties are authorized to collect an 0.5% local sales tax for
transportation projects.

Attached is an informational sheet from the Minnesota Transportation Alliance providing more
detailed information on these two new funding programs. Note from this document, it is
estimated that Aitkin County would be able to collect approximately $165,000 annually with the
$10 wheelage tax and approximately $710,000 annually from the 0.5% sales tax.

With an August 1, 2013 deadline to collect the wheelage tax beginning in 2014, this item is
being scheduled for discussion at this time..
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-The Wheelage Tax-

The wheelage tax was authorized by the legislature in 1972 for counties in the Twin
Cities metropolitan area at a rate of $5 per vehicle. The authority to use this tax was
not widely embraced because the law at that time required a reduction in the general
levy equivalent to the revenuc generated by the wheelage tax. The tax revenue must
be deposited in the county road and bridge fund and must be used for highway pur-
poses within the meaning of Article 14 of the Minnesota Constitution.

Transportation advocates including the Minnesota Transportation Alliance have been
advocating for a number of years for changes to this law including the expansion of
the authority and the repcal of the requirement for a corresponding reduction in the
general levy. The first change Lo the law did repeal that requirement. Subsequent to
that change in law, additional counties passed resolutions to imposc the tax so that
by 2013, five of the seven counties in the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area imposed the
wheelage tax at $5 per vehicle.

Advocates continued to push for expansion of the authority to all 87 counties and a

change in the rate to allow the tax to be imposed by counties at a rate up to $20 per
vehicle.

During the 2013 Legislative Session, Lhe Transportation Alliance worked to have a bill
(SF891/IF931) introduced that would provide additional revenue for highways and
transit and the language included the expansion of the wheelage tax to all 87 counties
and the authority to charge up to $20 per vehicle.

The Transportation Appropriations bill that was passed into law in 2013 — Chapter
117 (Article 3. section 4) - did include the expansion of the wheelage tax authority
to all 87 counties. The rate was restricted to $10 per vehicle from January 1, 2014
through December 31, 2017 due to computer programming issues at the Department
of Public Safety. After January {, 2018, all counties will be able to charge an amount
up to $20 per vehicle annually in any increment of a whole dollar. The new tax au-
thority applies to a registration period starting on or after January 1, 2014.




The tax applies to most vehicles, but there exemptions from the tax. The following
vehicles are exempl from the wheelage tax: motoreycles, vertical motorcycles, rec-
reational vehicles, prorate (MN trailer), moped, contract trailer, semi trailer, trailer
(farm), state owned tax exempt and tax exempt vehicles, utility trailer, street rod,
pioueer, classic, collector and classic motorcycle.

The wheelage tax does apply to: passenger vehicles, pick up trucks, one ton trucks,
buses, class 2 city buses, school buses, farwn trucks, concrete pump/sweepers, prorate
trucks, commercial zone trucks, van pools, commercial trucks and prorate foreign
trucks.

A county board may provide for the collection of the wheelage tax by resolution by
county officials or it may request that the tax be collected by the state registrar of
motor vehicles. If the tax is made collectible by the state registrar, it needs to be cer-
tified by the county auditor to the registrar no later than August 1 in the year before
the calendar year or years for which the tax is levied.

The costs for each county are determined by the total costs of the program and the
number of vehicles domiciled in each of the counties. Counties that pass a resolution
imposing the wheelage tax should contact:

Patricia McCormack, Director

Driver and Vehicle Services Division
Minnesota Department of Public Safety
(651) 201-7580

patricia.mccormack@state.mn.us

Ms. McCormack will set up a meeting to discuss the costs involved and the set up
process.

If all 87 counties were to impose the wheelage tax at the $10 per vehicle rate, we
estimate that the tax would generate approximately $46.8 million in the coming year.
A five-cent increase in the state motor fuel tax would generate approximately $41
million tor the County State Aid Fund. Money generated through the wheelage tax
does not have to be spent exclusively on the State Aid system.



Estimated Revenue of Wheelage I'ee by County-2014

*Estimate based on a $10 charge per vehicle
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-T'he l.ocal Option Sales Tax-

The authority for a Tocal Option Sales Lax for Transportation was enacted as part of the compre-
hensive transportation funding bill passed in 2008 — Chapter 152.

Local sales tax authority included in Chapter 152 allowed the seven counties in the Twin Cities
Metropolitan Area to impose a '4 cent local sales tax for transit purposes. Five of the seven coun-
ties in the Metropolitan Arca have formed a joint powers board — the Counties Transit Improve-
menl Board (CTIB) and have ben levying this tax to [und transit projects.

For countics outside of the metropolitan transportation area, a single county or group of counties
acting under a joint powers agreement, may impose a local sales tax of up to % of one percent and
an excise Ltax ol $20 per motor vehicle. Motur vehicles are not included in the taxable sales that

the increased sales tax would apply to so the $20 per vehicle fee is imposed instead of increasing the
sales tax rate on those vehicles.

The Minnesota Transportation Alliance supported removing the referendum requirement for im-
position of the local option sales tax outside of the metropolitan transportation area and included
this language in SF891/IIF931 that was introduced during the 2013 Session.

Under the law passed in 2008, the local sales tax and excise tax authorized outside of the metropol-
itan transportation area were subject to approval of the voters in each county at a general election.
The Transportation Appropriations bill passed in 2013 — Chapter 117 — removed the requirement
for holding a referendum in order to impose the tax. Now the tux may be imposed by resolution ol
the county board or boards following a public hearing.

According to Lhe new language passed in 2013, the proceeds of the tax must be dedicated exclusive-
ly to:

1) Payment of the capital cost of a specific transportation project or improvemendt;

2) Payuent of the costs, which may include both capital and operating costs. of a specific
transit project or improvement;

3) Payment ot the capital costs ot a safe routes to school program under section 174.40; or
4) Payment of transit operating costs.

The transportation or transit project or improvement raust be deswnatcd by the board of the
county or more than one county acting under a joint powers board. Except for taxes for operating

costs of a transit project or improvement, or for transit operatlons the taxes must terminate when
revenues rajsed arc sutficient to fimance the project.

Given that the language refers to “a transportation project™, this precludes developing a list of
projects. [t the county would like to raise funds {or avother trausportation project after the Arst
one is completed, the Board would need to hold a public hearing and vote to impose the tax for thar

additional project, The new langnage was made effective the day lollowing final enactinent of the
law.




The administration, collection, and enforcement provisions in Minuesota Statutes section 297A.99,
subdivisions 4 and 6 to 12, apply to all taxes imposed under this section.

MS 291A.99, Subdivision 12 states that a political subdivision may impose a tax under this section
starting only on the first day of a calendar quarter. A political subdivision may repeal a tax under this
section stopping only on the last day of a calendar quarter.

{(b) The political subdivision shall notify the commissioner of revenue at least 90 days hefore imposing,
changing the rate of, or repealing a tax under this section.

(¢) The political subdivision shall change the rate of tax imposed under this section starting only on

the first day of a calendar guarter, and only after the commissioner has notified sellers at least 60 days
prior to the change.

(d) The political subdivision shall apply the rate change for sales tax imposed under this section to
purchases from printed catalogs, wherein the purchaser computed the tax based upon local tax rates
published in the catalog, starting only on the first day ol a calendar quarter, and only after the com-
missioner has notified sellers at least 120 days prior to the change.

(e) The political subdivision shall apply local jurisdiction boundary changes to taxes imposed under this
section starting only on the first day of a calendar quarter, and only after the commissioner has notified
sellers at least 60 days prior te the change.

The project must serve a transportation purpose but the langnage does not specifically require the
funding to be used for roadways or bridges. A building that served a transportation purpose would
qualify. Bus purchases would not qualify but bus facilities would fall into the category of transit capi-
tal.

The 80 counties outside of the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area could generate over $145 million in new
revenue for transportation with the imposition of a % cent local sales tax in each county.

Estimated New Revenue of 1/2 Cent Local Option Sales Tax by County

DISCLAIMITH: These munbers are cstimates by Alliance staf{ for planning purposes ounly,
These estimates weve derived from information from the Department of Revenue, state
hudget forecast and Departrient of Public Safety.

County 2014 Pl:o]qcnon - 2015 Forecs ts‘t: - 2017 Foreéﬁﬁf
Aitkin }Mzw@'ﬁz 3625” k. 3775&??&?
Becker »§$2 027 1045 32#146 ggﬁ:;
Beltrami »MW$3 000 6433 -33,229;?§M
Benton | $2.2 82341434 $2,479,026
Big Stone §§§§§9§§$155,042* ;\,W §159.886 $169,281
Blue Earth | $7T431952 §7.664,169 $8,114,547
Brown %%%gﬁ%gﬁ 595. 238@ - $1.645,083 $1,741,755
Carlton 51,492,802 §1,539,338 $1,630,008
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Cass . $1,335.145 $1,376,863 $1,457,713




County
Chippewa
Chisago
Clay
Clearwater
Cook
Cottonwood
Crow Wing
Dodge
Douglas
Favibault
- Fillmore
Freehorn
Goodhue
Grant
Houston
Hubbarvd
Isanti
Ttasca
Jackson
Kanabec
Kandiyohi
Kittson
Koochicking
Lac Qui Parle
Lake
Lake of the Woods
Le Sueur
Lincoln
Lyon
Mahnomen
Marshall
Martin
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County

Mower
Murray
Nicollet
Nobles
Norman
Olmsted
Otter Tail
Pennington
Pine
Pipestone
Polk
Pope
Red Lake
Redwood
Renville
Rice
Rock
Roseau
Sherburne
Sibley
St. Louis
Stearns
Steele
Stevens
Swift
"Todd
Traverse
Wabasha
Wadena
Waseca
Watonwan
Wilkin
Winona
Wright 3o
Yellow Medicine
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Joe Radinovich s

State Representative MlnneSOta

District 108 House of

Aitkin and Crow Wing Counties Representatives

June 28, 2013

Charlie Zelle, Commissioner

Minnesota Department of Transportation
395 John Ireland Boulevard
St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Commissioner Zelle:

I write to express my strong support for MnDOT reducing the speed limit from 50 miles per hour
to 45 miles per hour on Highway 169 just south of Aitkin.

This stretch of roadway is the main route through Aitkin County and the City of Aitkin.
Particularly during the summer months it sees an increased volume of tourist traffic. Highway
169 supports a great deal of commercial businesses, like Shopko. When pulling out from these
stores motorists are faced with vehicles traveling at 50 mph or over, and it is difficult to safely
enter the roadway under these conditions.

MnDOT has been reviewing survey data to support a reduction in the speed limit, but according
to Tom Dumont of the St. Cloud District the data is insufficient at this point. Having said that, as
a legislator from this district I knew first-hand how crucial it is from a public safety standpoint
that the speed limit be reduced, and respectfully request that MnDOT make such a change.

Thank you for your consideration of this request, and I look forward to hearing from you. ‘

Sinceyely
] <

e adinovich
te Representative

Cc: Mark Wedel, Chair of Aitkin County Board

State Office Building, 100 Rev Dr Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-1298 . i - (651) 296-2365

@

Email: rep.joe.radinovich@house.mn
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SCOTT A. TURNER ¢, i,
SHERIFF OF AITKIN COUNTY

217 Second Street NW
Aitkin, MN 56431

f_,.)\ P (-\. A * ( .

218-927-2138 Emergency 911
Sheriff Fax 218-927-7359 / Dispatch Fax 218-927-6887
TOLL FREE 1-888-900-2138

MEMO
To: Aitkin County Board of Commissioners Date: July 9, 2013
From: Sheriff Scott Turner Re: Radio System Update

Attached is six- page document from GeoComm for the local ARMER enhancement site in
Aitkin. It also includes estimated costs associated with the enhancement site. It involves placing
equipment on the local GRE Tower just south of Aitkin — not constructing another tower.

In those estimates is a line item for a shelter that will be needed to house the equipment. Also
attached are some examples of pricing on “used” shelters. There is a significant savings by

going with a used shelter.

Also, to bring everyone up-to-date on the project expenditures:

Budget: $3,300,000
Project —to-date expenditures: $1,796, 208.51 (offset by grants in the amount of
(Aitkin County costs) $352,800 and some direct purchase

end-user radios from grants)

Amount of original budget
Remaining: $1,503, 791.49

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



Aitkin Gounty, Minnesota -
ARMER Local Enhancement Tower Site Implementation Plan _ I

Aitkin County, Minnesota -

ARMER Local Enhancement Tower Site Implementation Plan

Since Aitkin County’s conversion to the State of Minnesota 800 MHz ARMER in early 2013, it has been
documented that the radio system coverage for portable (hand held) radios within the City of Aitkin has
been less than required for reliable public safety communications, especially when the radio users are inside
of the various building structures. This situation had been predicted in the project planning documents, but
Aitkin County had elected to wait until the State's tower sites within Aitkin County were fully constructed
and operational before making a commitment and expenditure on the development of a local enhancement
tower site in the City of Aitkin area. Unfortunately, the distance from the closest ARMER tower sites to
the City of Aitkin area (~10 miles) has resulted in the diminished in-building coverage. Some EMS/First
Responder personnel located a mile or two southeast of Aitkin have also reported poor coverage in that
general area. As such, Aitkin County has chosen to move forward with the implementation of an 800 MHz
ARMER local enhancement tower site near the City of Aitkin to resolve these coverage issues.

This document presents a plan for Aitkin County to move forward with the purchase and installation of the
needed equipment for this Local Enhancement site project.

Local Enhancement Site Requirements

The development of an ARMER Local Enhancement tower site requires numerous technical and
administrative elements to be addressed, as follows:

[. State of Minnesota/MnDot approvals

2. Construction or leasing of local tower structure

3. Equipment shelter to house the radio system equipment; electrical service and emergency power
generator “

Purchase and installation of 800 MHz repeater system and network control/interface equipment
5. Microwave or T-1 connectivity of the site into the ARMER network
6. 800 MHz frequencies and FCC licensing

A review of each of these project elements is provided herein, along with the status of each item. Some
work has already commenced on several of these project components, which is documented here. The
following topics are also addressed in this plan:

7. Project cost estimates
8. Project schedule

s - i . Uniting Public Safety GIS and Communications June 2013
G. e.- OCO l .: ..I t .. WWW.geo-comm.com



Aitkin County, Minnesota
ARMER Local Enhancement Tower Site Implementation Plan _ 2

. State of Minnesota and Mn/Dot Approval
The operation of any local enhancement tower site(s) must be approved by the State of Minnesota and
MnDot, through the Operations and Technical Committee (OTC) and State Radio Board (SRB). The
original ARMER Participation Plan that was developed for Aitkin County in 2010 and presented to the
various State agencies included a new local enhancement tower site in the City of Aitkin area.
However, upon the County’s earlier decision not to implement this tower site, a letter was submitted
to the OTC and SRB in October 2012 stating the County’s revised plans.

Because of that documented change, and the County’s now-revised intent to move forward with the
new tower site, MnDot, the OTC and SRB must again be notified and approve of the County’s plans for

the new tower site.

» GeoComm submitted to MnDot on June 12, 2013 a notice of the County's plans to move forward
with the new site, along with some basic technical information about the site. MnDot staff notified
GeoComm on June 28, 2013 that they have no objection to the new site, and approve of its

development.

» GeoComm has prepared a letter to the OTC and SRB, stating the County’s revised plans, and will
be presenting this to the OTC at their meeting on July 9, 2013. No objections are expected in
response to the presentation of this revised tower plan.

!0

Local Tower Site Structure

The first and most logical choice for a local tower site is the existing GRE (Great River Energy)
structure, which is located 2 miles south of downtown Aitkin. This is a 284-ft guyed tower that was
constructed in 2011, and is in excellent condition. Aitkin County is currently a tenant on this tower,
and operates both VHF and microwave system equipment. There is no monthly fee or rent that is
currently being charged by GRE to Aitkin County for the use of the tower site.

GeoComm first contacted the GRE tower site management staff (Dennis Olson) on May 21, and he
provided verbai approval for Aitkin County to utilize their Aitkin tower site for the instalfation of 800
MHz radio system equipment. He stated that the unused antenna mounts now on the tower at the 230
ft level, where Aitkin County currently has a VHF paging antenna installed, should be available for the
installation of two 800 MHz antennas (one for transmitting, one for receiving). He directed us to
submit a revised tower site lease/usage application to them with the proposed equipment configuration.

The 800 MHz RF coverage maps prepared by GeoComm and provided to Aitkin County, utilizing the
GRE tower site, show excellent coverage throughout the city and surrounding areas.

> This revised tower site lease application was prepared and submitted to GRE on June {2, 2013. No
further response has been received from GRE at the time this plan is being prepared.

; - . Uniting Public Safety GIS and Communications June 2013
G' e OCO J | [ .1 [ '_ www.geo-comm.com




Aitkin County, Minnesota
ARMER Local Enhancement Tower Site Implementation Plan . L 3

The GRE staff advised that the tower structure was designed for additional antenna loading, and no
structural analysis of the tower should be needed for the installation of the new Aitkin County
antennas. However, Mr. Olson did state that their radio equipment shelter is relatively full, and that
Aitkin County will be required to supply and install separate radio equipment shelter at the tower site
for the County’s radio system equipment.

3. Radio Equipment Shelter, Emergency Generator and Electrical Service

As GRE has advised that their existing radio equipment shelter is full, and there is no room for the
additional Aitkin County equipment, the county will be required to supply a shelter at the site for the
new 800 MHz equipment. There are typically a few options.for: this, including the construction of a
building on-site with local contractors, or the purchase and installation of a prefabricated shelter, which
would be delivered to the site and installed complete. The prefabricated shelter is usually the preferred
option, as the buildings are delivered prewired, with all electrical cabling, overhead cable ladders,
HVAC equipment, antenna cable ports, and other items needed for a complete installation. The State
of Minnesota has chosen to use this approach at most of their new tower sites established for the
ARMER system.

We assume that in addition to the new 800 MHz equipment, the existing VHF and microwave radio
equipment now in the GRE shelter would be relocated to the new Aitkin County shelter. Based on this
information, we assume a shelter of [2 ft x 18 ft would be appropriate size, depending on the generator
situation (refer to the next paragraphs).

Another factor that will need to be determined is whether Aitkin County will need to supply and install
a propane-powered emergency electrical generator. GRE stated that it may be possible to connect the
new Aitkin County shelter and equipment to GRE's existing generator, but it will depend on the total
radio electrical power requirements. We are in the process of determining what the power load will be
for all of the Aitkin County equipment, including the new 800 MHz stations, VHF paging station, and
microwave radios.

If the calculated load exceeds what GRE is capable of providing, then the county will need to supply a
generator. The typical size of generator used for these radio sites is 20kw or 25kw. The other decision
to be made is whether to purchase an equipment shelter with a separate room to house the generator
(to protect it from weather and animals) as has been done with the GRE shelter, or to install the
generator outdoors in a weather-and-critter-proof housing.

The primary vendor for the radio equipment shelters being used by the State of MN is Thermobond,
located near Sioux City, lowa. We have contacted Thermobond to see what options are available, and
how quickly a shelter could be supplied. All of their shelters are custom built to customer
requirements, and as such they do not have any shelters on hand to be sold immediately. Their typical
delivery time is 60 to 90 days.

; - _ Uniting Public Safety GIS and Communications June 2013
Geo CO I l: .I .: .. www.geo-comm.com



Aitkin County, Minnesota
ARMER Local Enhancement Tower Site Implementation Plan 4

Some electrical work will be needed to supply power to the new shelter. If the calculated electrical
load allows connection the GRE building, this will be simplified. If not, then new electrical service from

the local power utility would be needed for the new shelter.

4. 800 MHz Radio System Equipment

The main 800 MHz repeater and network interface equipment needed for the new tower site will be
purchased directly from Motorola. GeoComm initially contacted the Motorola staff and presented
them with a brief overview of the new site on May 23, 2013. Motorola advised that the preferred
approach would be for GeoComm to submit the site’s technical requirements to Motorola via their
“Statement of Requirements” (SOR). document.
> GeoComm prepared the required SOR and submitted it to Motorola on June 24, 2013. Staff
Engineer Bre Krech has been assigned to this project; she had worked with Aitkin County on the

original system implementation project.

Bre has responded with a few basic technical questions, and GeoComm provided responses to those
questions. YVe are now waiting for a response from Chris Meier, the Motorola sales account rep, with
information regarding how soon a proposal will be received from Motorola. Chris has indicated that a

proposal should be ready before the end of July.

Once the proposal has been received and reviewed, a contract will be established between Aitkin
County and Motorola for the equipment and services.

5. Microwave/T-| é-onhectivity

Connectivity from the GRE tower site to the State's Master Site in Duluth will be needed for operation
of the new 800 MHz local enhancement tower site. Aitkin County currently has microwave equipment
located at the GRE site which is linked to the Glen ARMER tower site; we have notified Granite
Electronics of the need for this circuit, and they have advised that there is a “spare” T-1| available in the
county's existing microwave path to meet this need.

» GeoComm contacted the State of MN/MnDot staff on June 12 regarding the need fora T-I
circuit “mapped out” from the Glen ARMER tower site to the Duluth MSO for operation of the
new GRE tower site. MnDot staff advised on June 28 that a T-1 circuit has been allocated from
the Glen site to Duluth for operation of the new site, and this circuit should be ready for the
county's use by the time the site equipment has been installed.

Uniting Public Safety GIS and Communications June 2013
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Aitkin County, Minnesota
ARMER Local Enhancement Tower Site Implementation Plan

6. 800 MHz Frequencies and FCC Licensing
A set of five (5) 800 MHz repeater channels will be needed for the operation of the new tower site.
The State of Minnesota/Region 22 NPSPAC channel plan, which was established many years ago, had
allocated a group of five repeater channels for use by Aitkin County for this purpose.
> GeoComm is in the process of preparing an FCC license application for the use of these 800 MHz
channels for the new GRE tower site. This application will first be submitted to the State of
MN/Region 22 NPSPAC committee for approval, and then forwarded to APCO for processing,
approval, and submission to the FCC. Aitkin County will be responsible for the payment of the
application fees associated with this license. 3
7. Project Cost Estimates
GeoComm has developed the following cost estimates for the Aitkin County ARMER local tower site
project:
Mol RERE gt b
[.I | 800 MHz Site Repeater and Network Equipment $178,000 Motorola
.2 | Implementation Services for new Site Equipment (Motorola) $133,000 Motorola
2.0 | Antennas, transmission line, grounding and installation services $20,000 Granite
3.0 | Microwave System Updates $5,000 Granite
4.0 | Equipment Shelter with Generator (new, installed) $70,000 TBD
50 Misc. Electrical Work $10,000 TBD
6.0 | FCC Licensing $2,000 | GeoComm
7.0 | 5% Contingency $20,900 NA
Total Estimated Cost -$438,900

The costs of the Motorola equipment are based on recent ARMER system equipment purchases made

by other neighboring counties. The cost of the equipment shelter will vary depending on the size of the

building, and the emergency generator options.

Uniting Public Safety GIS and Communications
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Aitkin County, Minnesota

8. Project Schedule

The following estimated schedule has been established for this tower site project:

June 24 SOR submitted to Motorola

June 28 Approval received from State of MN

July 10 Present revised plan to State OTC

July 12 Submit FCC licensing application to Region 22 and APCO
July 16 Determine options for new equipm-ent shelter

July 22 Proposals received from Motorola and Granite Electronics
Auéust 7“ Contract finalized with Motorola and Granite Electronics
August 9 Order/purchase equipment shelter

August 19 Finalize tower site lease agreement with GRE

September 2013 | Delivery of equipment from Motorola and Granite
Sept/Oct 2013 Delivery and installation of-equipment shelter

Sept/Oct 2013 Installation of antennas and transmission

October 2013 Installation of equipment from Motorola and Granite
Oct/Nov 2013 Optimize site equipment; site becomes operational

G , m Uniting Public Safety -GIS and Communications June 2013
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Used 11.5 x 20 Precision Quincy

$6995 ( new $51,000)

2003 Date Of Manufacture

Drawings available, plus extra pics

Price includes crane lift at loading end
Many extras!! Best shelter deal we havel!

Telecom Product Profiles
765-427-5827

sales@telepp.com



12 x 20 Precision Quincy Shelters

$10,900 ( new $43,000)

Super clean newer units. Loaded with extras

Price includes loading on a truck

Large volume available. Discounts for volume buys.
Drawings and additional pictures available.

All loaded with extras!!

Telecom Product Profiles
765-427-5827
sales@telepp.com
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